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THE WHOLE TRUTH by David Baldacci (Mystery)
A rising threat has startled the world. Armies are preparing to fight, and as nations slip ever closer to open
conflict, the struggle to reveal the truth might be the most dangerous battle of all. Nicolas Creel is a man on a
mission. He heads up the world's largest defense contractor, The Ares Corporation. Dick Pender is the
man Creel retains to ‘perception manage’ his company to even more riches by manipulating international
conflicts, but Creel may have an even grander plan in mind. Shaw, a man with no first name and a truly
unique past, has a different agenda. Reluctantly doing the bidding of a secret multi-national intelligence
agency, he travels the globe to keep it safe and at peace. Willing to do anything to get back to the top of her
profession, Katie James is a journalist who has just gotten the break of a lifetime - the chance to interview the sole survivor
of a massacre that has left every nation stunned. In this terrifying, global thriller, these characters' lives will collide head-on
as a series of events is set in motion that could change the world as we know it.

MY ENEMY’S CRADLE by Sara Young (War)

Holland, 1941 and the world is splitting in two. Anneke and Cyrla are cousins — almost identical in every respect except that
Cyrla cannot be safe; she is half-Jewish, in hiding in the home of her Dutch relatives, and their neighbours have started to
whisper. When Anneke becomes pregnant by a German soldier, her father enrols her in a Lebensborn, the maternity home
for Aryan girls carrying the children of German soldiers where the slogan is ‘Have one baby for the Fuhrer’. But when
Anneke dies suddenly in a cruel twist of fate, Cyrla must make the terrible choice between certain discovery in her cousin’s
home and taking Anneke’s place in the Lebensborn. Within the Lebensborn's walls, mothers-to-be receive proper nutrition
and medical care until their children are taken from them for adoption into Aryan families. If she takes refuge in the enemy’s
lair, can Cyrla fool the doctors, nurses and other mothers-to-be? How will she escape before they discover she is not who
she claims?

SUNDAYS AT TIFFANY'S by James Patterson (Relationships)

Jane Margaux was never supposed to remember her imaginary friend when he vanished from her life

but he was the best friend she’d ever had and she could never let his memory fade. Jane was a sweet,

funny, chubby seven-year-old, desperately seeking love from her self-obsessed mother, Vivienne, and

a father who was wrapped up in a new life with his beautiful young girlfriend. Jane’s only friend was a

handsome, funny, thirty-something Michael. Michael was different; no one else could see him, nor did

they believe he existed beyond the realms of Jane’s very creative imagination. They would talk from morning until night. As
Jane grew older though, the time came for Michael to leave her side, his work done. Jane couldn’t forget him though and,
isolated and lonely, she lives in the shadow of her dramatic and over-powering mother. Over twenty years after Michael has
said goodbye, Jane catches a glimpse of that unforgotten face, her heart pounding. She can’t believe it can be true — could
it really be Michael? This time though, Michael isn't just a figment of her imagination. But will the path of true love be a
smooth one? And will Jane get her happy ever after?



THE EYE OF THE LEOPARD by Henning Mankell (Gen eral)
Hans Olofson is the son of a Swedish lumberjack. His childhood was unsettled, an alcoholic father, and a
mother disappeared - only alive in old photographs. His adolescence was no easier as he lost both his best
friend and his lover tragically. Alone and adrift, as a young man his only desire was to fulfil his lover's
dream and visit the grave of a legendary missionary who survived alone in the remote hills of Northern
Zambia. On reaching Africa, Olofson is struck by its beauty and mystery. After fulfilling his initial quest,
an opportunity of employment in the region tempts him to stay. Time passes quickly and although dismayed
with the attitude of the white population to their adopted country, which is compounded by their vulnerability to alcohol and
malaria, he is interested enough to take up sole responsibility for the farm he manages. For almost two decades he battles
with a hostile environment and a placid, but resistant workforce. Set in the 1970s and 1980s, the story explores the
relationship between the white farmers and their native workers, and through Olofson's descent into near mental collapse, it
becomes clear that many years spent in a foreign land does not necessarily breed an understanding of its people: a handful
of generations of white settlers cannot change a continent underpinned by myth and superstition

SHATTER by Michael Robotham (Mystery)

A naked woman in red high-heeled shoes is perched on the edge of Clifton Suspension Bridge with her back pressed to the
safety fence, weeping into a mobile phone. Clinical psychologist Joseph O'Loughlin is only feet away, desperately trying to
talk her down. She whispers, 'you don't understand,' and jumps. Later, Joe has a visitor - the woman's teenage daughter, a
runaway from boarding school. She refuses to believe that her mother would have jumped off the bridge - not only would
she never commit suicide, she is also terrified of heights. Joe wants to believe her, but what would drive a woman to such a
desperate act? And who might drive her to it?

WINTER STUDY by Nevada Barr (Mystery)
It is January, and Park Ranger Anna Pigeon is sent to Isle Royale in Lake Superior to learn about managing and
o understanding wolves, as her home base of Rocky Mountain National Park might soon have their own pack of the
/@_ magnificent, much-maligned animals. She’s housed in the island’s bunkhouse with the famed wolf study team,
2 along with two scientists from Homeland Security, who are assessing the study with an eye to opening the park
¢ each winter (effectively bringing an end to the fifty-year project), so that it can be manned to secure the scrap of
border with Canada. Soon after Anna’s arrival, the wolf packs under observation begin to act in peculiar ways.
Giant wolf prints are found, and Anna spies the form of a great wolf from a surveillance plane. The discovery of
wolf scat containing alien DNA leads the team to believe that perhaps a wolf/dog hybrid has been introduced to
the island. When a female member of the team is savaged, Anna is convinced she is being stalked, and what
was once a beautiful, idyllic refuge becomes a place of unnatural occurrences and danger beyond the ordinary.
Alone on an island without electricity or running water, with temperatures hovering around zero both day and

night, Anna fights not only for the wolves, but also for her own survival.

THE SPARE ROOM by Helen Garner (Relationship s)
First, in my spare room, | swivelled the bed on to a north-south axis. Isn't that supposed to align the sleeper with the
planet's positive energy flow, or something? She would think so. | made it up nicely with a fresh fitted sheet, the pale pink
one, since she had a famous feel for colour, and pink is flattering even to skin that has turned yellowish. Helen lovingly
prepares her spare room for her friend Nicola, who is flying down from Sydney for a three-week visit. But this is no ordinary
visit - Nicola has advanced cancer and she is coming to Melbourne to receive treatment she believes will cure her. From
the moment Nicola steps off the plane, Helen becomes her nurse, her protector, her guardian angel and her stony judge.
This is a story of compassion, humour and rage as the two women - one sceptical and one stubbornly serene - negotiate
their way through Nicola's gruelling and bizarre therapy and head towards its terrible yet moving finale

THE HOLLOW by Nora Roberts (Mystery)

In the town of Hawkins Hollow, it is called The Seven. Every seven years, on the seventh day of the seventh month,
strange things happen. It began when three young boys accidentally unleashed an ancient evil. When the three best
friends, who share the same birthday, sneak off into the woods for a sleepover the evening before they all turn ten, they
endure a night of horror as their blood brother oath unleashes a three-hundred year old curse. Twenty-one years later, Fox
O’Dell and his two friends Gage and Caleb have seen their town plagued by a week of unexplainable evil events twice
more. Every seven years some of the locals appear possessed — committing horrific acts of violence they later have no
memory of. With the clock winding down on the third set of seven years, someone else has taken an

interest in the town’s folklore. A boutique manager from New York, Layla Darnell is drawn to Hawkins

Hollow for reasons she can’t explain — but the attacks on her life make it clear that it is personal, and as

reluctant as she is to stay in town, she finds herself drawn to Fox and agreeing to help him and his

friends find some way to stop The Seven before it's too late. This is the second book in the Sign of Seven

trilogy. The first title is Blood Brothers and the final instalment will be called The Pagan Stone.



SONG YET SUNG by James McBride (General)

Liz Spocott is a captured runaway slave, shot and near death, and shackled to other runaway slaves in the attic of the
notorious slave-catcher Patty Cannon. The ancient nameless woman she is bound to reveals 'the Code', a fiercely guarded,
cryptic means of communication for slaves on the run. When Liz escapes once again, Denwood Long, a troubled slave-
catcher and waterman, is coaxed out of retirement to break the Code and track down Liz, whose extraordinary dreams of
tomorrow have created a freedom-seeking furore among the once complacent slave community. The mysterious
disappearance of two children, one white, one black, seeds an explosive ending. Filled with rich history, much of the
story is drawn from historical events and brings into full view a world long misunderstood in American fiction: how
slavery worked, and the haunting choices beneath the surface, pressing both whites and blacks to search for
relief in a world where all seemed to lose their moral compass. This is a story of tragic triumph, violent
decisions, and unexpected kindness.

GATHERING STORM by Rosie Dub (Families)

'Nan was the keeper of our secrets. She spent her life trying to hold the darkness inside herself, trying to protect us all from
the things she knew, but secrets have a way of passing down from one generation to the next, growing and deepening and
poisoning until eventually they erupt...” Storm Cizekova grows up believing that her mother, Kita, died when she was born.
She was raised instead by her beloved grandmother in the Malvern Hills, north of London. The story begins with Storm,
now 28, receiving the worst news of her life - Nan is dead. Storm then discovers a shocking photo: a picture of herself as a
two-year-old in her mother's arms. She also discovers a battered old diary that describes the chaotic last days of Kita's life
in Australia with her toddler daughter and a man no one seems able to identify. These discoveries become the catalyst for
both a physical journey, which takes Storm from the snow-covered Malvern Hills to the rich red heart of Central Australia,
and an inner journey of self-discovery. Retracing her mother's footsteps through the harsh beauty of the outback in a
battered yellow kombi van, Storm finds her voice as an artist, the strength to confront the shocking truths about her family
history, and the courage to love again without fear.

THE FIRST PATIENT by Michael Palmer (Mystery)

Gabe Singleton and Andrew Stoddard were roommates at the Naval Academy in Annapolis years ago.

Today, Gabe is a country doctor and his friend Andrew has gone from war hero to governor to President

of the United States. One day, while the United States is embroiled in a bitter presidential election

campaign, Marine One lands on Gabe’s Wyoming ranch, and President Stoddard delivers a disturbing

revelation and a startling request. His personal physician has suddenly and mysteriously disappeared,

and he desperately needs Gabe to take the man’s place. Despite serious misgivings, Gabe agrees to

come to Washington. It is not until he is ensconced in the White House medical office that Gabe realizes there is strong
evidence that the President is going insane. Facing a crisis of conscience - as President Stoddard’s physician, he has the
power to invoke the Twenty-fitth Amendment to transfer presidential power to the Vice President - Gabe uncovers
increasing evidence that his friend’s condition may not be due to natural causes. Who? Why? And how? The President’s
life is at stake. A small-town doctor suddenly finds himself in the most powerful position on earth, and the safety of the
world is in jeopardy. Gabe Singleton must find the answers, and the clock is ticking.

THE SENATOR'S WIFE by Sue Miller (Relationsh ips)
Love came to Meri, but in a rush: she met Nathan at thirty-six, he moved in a month later, and they married a month after
that. Now they are exchanging their comfortable Midwestern existence for a college town in New England and a house of
their own — a new life that Meri is not sure she even wants. Though she loves her husband, some rebel force in her
struggles with these changes, and she feels there is trouble ahead. Whey they find just the right house, Nathan is full of the
possibilities of the place, and boyishly excited by the fact that their next-door neighbour is the distinguished Senator Tom
Naughton, a political hero of his, now in his seventies. The Senator is nowhere to be seen, but Meri strikes up an
unexpected friendship with his wife, the elegant, patrician Delia — the very antithesis of tomboyish Meri. Meri is drawn to
this private, poised woman, sensing that she has much to learn from her — about marriage, love and motherhood. But soon
she comes close to a terrible breach of trust that could ruin everything. Moving and truthful, this is a story about the
sacrifices love demands of us all.

HOLD TIGHT by Harlan Coben (Mystery)

Tia and Mike Baye never imagined they'd become the type of overprotective parents who spy on their kids.
But their sixteen-year-old son Adam has been unusually distant lately and after the suicide of his classmate
Spencer Hill - the latest in a string of issues at school - they can't help but worry. They install a sophisticated
spy program on Adam's computer and within days they are jolted by a sinister message from an unknown
correspondent. Meanwhile, browsing through an online memorial for Spencer put together by his classmates,
Betsy Hill is struck by a photo that appears to have been taken on the night of her son's death and he wasn't
alone. She thinks it is Adam Baye standing just outside the camera's range, but when Adam goes missing, it
soon becomes clear that something deep and sinister has infected their community. For Tia and Mike Baye,
the question they must answer is this: When it comes to your kids, is it possible to know too much?



GUILTY by Karen Robards (Mystery)

When Kate White was fifteen, her friends held up a store and killed an off-duty cop. They got away with it. Thirteen years
later, Kate is a single mother and a prosecutor in the Philadelphia district attorney’s office. Then, one nightmare morning,
violence explodes in her courtroom and she comes face to face with the old friend who killed that cop so many years ago.
Mario Castellanos could destroy the life Kate has built for herself. Even when he is found dead — in Kate’'s house, and with
Kate’s fingerprints on the pistol. Things get worse when homicide detective Tom Braga turns up to investigate: a man she’s
always clashed with. But Tom is the only person she can turn to when her life, and that of her son’s, is put in danger.

ROUGH JUSTICE by Jack Higgins (Spy )

Whilst checking up on the volatile situation in Kosovo, the US President's right-hand man Blake Johnson meets Major Harry
Miller, a member of the British Cabinet. Miller is there doing his own checks for the British Prime Minister. When both men
get involved with a group of Russian soldiers about to commit an atrocity, Miller puts an end to the

scuffle with a bullet in the forehead of the ring-leader. But this action has dire consequences not only

for Miller and Johnson but their associates too, including Britain's Sean Dillon, and all the way to the

top of the British, Russian and United States governments. Death begets death, and revenge leads

only to revenge, and before the chain reaction of events is over, many will be dead!

Last month | wrote that the month of May was a great sounding month, obviously full of hope and
promise...HOWEVER - | have locked my mouth, put the lid back on the biro and stopped my hands
twinkling over the computer keys, because for me, this month has been a disaster.

To regain resolve, | read Women Travellers : a century of trailblazing advent  ures 1850 — 1950 (Call
No. 910.92 MOUC), written by Christel Mouchard. This book is illustrated, with pictures of these intrepid
travellers and their exploits. There are great short descriptions of these women and their life threatening
adventures, the author also contemplates what drives them to the unknown. These women travellers are
listed in chronological order and from the contents page you can see at a glance which country they
came from. This book will whet your appetite for a greater in depth study of these women including Miss
Bird, Karen Blixen and our own Daisy Bates. These are courageous and obstinate women!

A book to give you a belly laugh in case the merry month of May hasn’t been so merry for you either is Grumpy Old Men :
New Year, same old crap (Call No. 828.914 QUAN) . David Quantick wrote this book, he’s written others of a similar vein,
I wouldn’t get them all out at once in case “life gets too much” and you end up having a massive gripe about my grammar
and other such lexicon matters... This book did have me laughing out loud on several occasions especially the snippet on
the Tour de France and Text Messaging or texting. You don’t need to be cranky anything to enjoy this book, women, men,
(cranky or otherwise), Xers, Gen Y'’s, etc etc should all enjoy this one!

If life is still full of little worries like ‘when did my belly get so large’ or ‘my ancient dog is walking too fast
for me to keep up?’ how about a whole new look at life through the eyes of Jeff and Barbara Galloway
who bring us - Women’s Complete Guide to Walking (Call No. 796.51  GALL). Now men don’t worry
about women being in the title. This book has been written by a couple who are marathon runners —
don't let that put you off either. They encourage everyone to give walking a go. Well written in an un-
preachy style (refreshing) and very encouraging about getting out in the great outdoors. This book
contains practical advice on how much to walk (pg. 97) and what to wear at different temperatures (page
208). It also has some lovely testimonies of people who have gone before and conquered.




GARDNER, Lisa - Say Goodbye (Aug 08) ROBINSON, Peter - All the Colours of Darkness (Aug 08)

GARDINER, Meg - The Dirty Secrets Club (Aug) BROWN, Sandra - Smoke Screen (Aug 08)
COONTS, Stephen - The Assassin  (Aug 08) KELLERMAN, Faye - The Mercedes Coffin  (Aug 08)
REICHS, Kathy - Devil Bones (Aug 08) SILVA, Daniel - Moscow Rules (Aug 08)
RYAN, Chris - Firefight (Aug 08) COOK, Robin - Foreign Body (Aug 08)
TRIBE WANTED : my adventure on Paradise or Bust by  Ben Keene (791.45 KEEN)
This is the fascinating adventure story of Tribewanted.com, a revolutionary eco-tourism project founded by
¢ twenty-something Ben Keene. As featured in the BBC documentary series, Keene’s story follows the ups

%\" » and downs of a global online network of like-minded travellers and an indigenous Fijian community as they
attempt to build a new life on a 200-acre island in the South Pacific. All major decisions on the island are
voted on by an online tribe that anyone around the world can join. There are many challenges to overcome.

A fire sweeps the island, a military coup (delayed until the end of a rugby match!) brews on the mainland, and a tropical

cyclone threatens to wipe out the emerging village. Online there are other storms to fight, as accusations of scam artistry,

tribal politics and the regular grind of debates and decision-making among Tribewanted’s 1000+ members push the
adventure and the business to the very edge. But in the end, with a little luck and a lot of hard work, they might just build
their paradise.

THE DRIVER by Alexander Roy (B796.72 ROY)
Alex Roy’s life was turned upside down when his father revealed to him on his deathbed that he was once involved in a
world of highly illegal road-racing — the infamous Cannonball Run non-stop cross-country race. After his father's death, and
against the advice of his friends, Alex became immersed in this glamorous and dangerous world as he searched for a
mysterious character his father told him about, known only as ‘The Driver’. Alex soon became a major player in the
Gumball 3000 and Bullrun rallies. Here, among the playboy Lamborghinis and Ferraris, he created Team Polizei — entering
each rally masquerading as a police car. Strapped into his BMW M5 with a myriad of radar detectors and police scanners,
and his trunk crammed with a variety of fake uniforms, Alex wreaked havoc among his fiercest rivals, spending each race
one step away from arrest or worse. But his steady rise to the top of the rally-driving world ultimately proved hollow, until
Alex discovered the true Holy Grail of illegal road racing - the NYC to LA speed record. And so began his obsession with
breaking it.

SACRED EARTH : places of peace and power by Martin  Gray (203.5 GRAY)
Acclaimed photographer and anthropologist Martin Gray spent the last 20 years on an amazing pilgrimage: he visited 1,000
sacred sites in 80 countries around the world. His journey unfolds in a remarkable compilation of images that

reveals just how devoutly pre-industrial cultures everywhere worshipped and respected our Earth. From
the Western Wall to the Great Mosque of Damascus, Mt. Olympus to Assisi, Tibet's Potala Palace to
Hawaii's Mauna Kea, Teotihuacan in Mexico to the Golden Temple in Amritsar, these are the awe-inspiring
places from which all the world’s great religions sprang, along with our finest culture, art, and architecture.
Gray'’s stunning photographs and fascinating text provide unique insight into why these powerful holy places
are the most revered and visited sites on the entire planet. Maps adapted from the National Geographic
Society show the locations of all the sites presented, and a thorough appendix includes a comprehensive list of over 500 of
the world’s sacred sites.

THE SECRET WAR : a true history of Queensland’s Native Police by Jonathan Richards (363.209943 RICH)
For many Aboriginal people, white colonisation arrived with the armed men of the Native Police: a brutal force that operated
on the 19th-century frontier, killing large numbers of Indigenous people. Native Police detachments - mounted Aboriginal
troopers led by white officers - would surround Aboriginal camps and fire into them at dawn, killing men, women and
children. The bodies were often burned to destroy the evidence. Historian Jonathan Richards has spent ten years
researching this controversial subject, picking his way through the secrecy, misinformation and supposed 'lost files'. In this
first full-length comprehensive study of the Native Police in Queensland, he argues that they were a key part of a 'divide and
rule' colonising tactic, used with equal success elsewhere in the British Empire; that the force's actions were given the
implicit approval of government and public servants; and that their killings were covered-up.



CLOSING HELL'S GATES : the death of a convict station by Hamish Maxwell-Stewart (994.66 MAXW)
“In October 1827, nine convicts who had endured unimaginable cruelty at the hands of the system opted
for ‘state-assisted’ escape. They had forced five terrified withesses — their hands and feet bound — to
watch as they seized constable George Rex and drowned him in the tannin-stained waters of the harbour.
When the sentence of death was pronounced upon them, the condemned prisoners uttered just one word
in reply : Amen”. For twelve long years between 1822 and 1834, Sarah Island in Macquarie Harbour was
the most feared place in Australia — a place so remote that those sent there as punishment felt

condemned to an underworld. Clinging to the shores of the wild west coast of Tasmania and hemmed in on all sides by

vast, mountainous landscape, the environment itself formed the prison walls. While some chose death or were driven mad

by the brutal conditions, others clung, against all odds, to the hope of escape through the rugged uncharted wilderness. A

remarkable tale of murder and intrigue pieced together from thousands of original records, this book recounts the stories of

the people who lived in Australia’'s most notorious penal station, and in so doing reveals some startling insights about
human nature when it is pushed to extremes.

MR PAPARAZZI : inside the world of a celebrity photographer by Darryn Lyons (B770.92 LYON)
Darryn Lyons is a self-made millionaire behind the cult of celebrity photography. In this autobiography, he tells of how he
started working for a local regional paper in Australia and landed his first front page with a unique shot of the Queen with
her head thrown back, laughing uproariously. Soon enough, he was on his way to Fleet Street with only $500 in his pocket.
A fortuitous meeting with Rupert Murdoch in a lift ensured a job at News of the World. Driven purely by the thrill of
adventure, Darryn did two tours of duty as a staff photographer in Bosnia, where he was shot at by snipers and witnessed
the aftermath of horrific war crimes. Even under heavy fire and intense personal danger, he couldn't help but think of the
great photographs he was getting. He then settled down to chasing celebrities and setting up his own paparazzi business,
Big Pictures, on the side. This business is now worth over $50 million. From the sinking of the Marchioness ferry on the
Thames one New Year's Eve to exposing David Beckham's affair in a Spanish nightclub, to the death of Princess Diana,
Darryn Lyons has been ringside for so many of the big events of the last decade. Here, for the first time, he tells the story
behind the photographs. But it comes at a price - this is also the story of a man who will put everything on the line - his

marriage, his fortune, his life just for the adrenaline rush of getting a great picture.

BOARD-FREE : an epic skateboard journey across Australia by Dave Cornthwaite (B919.404 CORN)
In 2006, Dave Cornthwaite stepped onto his trusty longboard, Elsa and began the ride of his life. Some said he was crazy,
that he would burn alive under the unforgiving Australian sun or be reduced to a red smear on the ground by a gargantuan
road-train; many others cheered him on and threw money at him as they drove by. In skateboarding from Perth to Brisbane
— a distance of 5823kms — Dave (The Mad Pom), unwittingly became a celebrity and had himself a spectacular adventure.
It's not as though he was entirely inexperienced — he had just skated from John O’Groats to Lands End in the UK by way of
a warm-up. This is the story of the blisters and blood, the beyond-limits endurance, the heartache and conflict,

the beautiful and terrifying sights, and the miles of lonely road that led Dave and the Boardfree team to%/
success on the far side of Australia. Dave’s efforts, which helped improve the lives of thousands of

children who benefited from Boardfree’s charitable donations and inspired others to take up their own

boarding challenges, earned him a place in the Guinness Book of Records, twice over. And he learned

more than a little bit about what it means to really live too.

BEHIND THE BESTSELLERS by Jenny Bond (802 BOND)
The stories behind the world’s favourite books. Full of literary history, dinner party trivia and lore of all kinds, this is a
revealing journey through the minds of writers and the events that influenced the creation of our favourite works, from Jane
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice to Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code and Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood, via Harper Lee’s To
Kill a Mockingbird. Behind these famous titles are compelling and often moving tales of the authors’ powerful and rich life
experiences, from love to loss, from adversity to opportunity and from failure to success. J.K. Rowling, for instance, had the
character Harry Potter in her mind’s eye from a young age, but it was the tragic death of her mother that gave the character
a spectacular will to live. And when Charlotte Bronte’s passionate bond with a charismatic Belgian professor was broken by
the professor’s wife, she was spurred on to pour her unrequited emotions into the novel Jane Eyre. This book celebrates
the novels that have captured the imagination and respect of readers around the world, and brings to life the brilliant and
often flawed personalities responsible for their existence.

IDEAS MAN by Shed Simove (B791.4 SIMO)
Sheridan ‘Shed’ Simove is a modern-day creative genius. He lives and breathes ideas. Every day of his life
dozens of new concepts spring from his astonishingly active mind. The ideas can be for new TV shows, ranges of
sweets, executive toys, greeting cards, money-making schemes or just about anything else you care to imagine.
And if something has never been done before, Shed is all the more likely to attempt it. It is the true story of this
visionary maverick’s amazing adventures. At breakneck speed, Shed describes how dozens of his ideas came to
be, how they succeeded or (sometimes) disastrously failed. He tells of his range of obscene adult sweets, the
groundbreaking fly-on-the-wall documentary that involved him going undercover as a sixteen-year-old schoolboy
when he was thirty and the launch of his own currency — the ‘EGQO’. This is a unique book written by an extraordinary
character, which is a hilarious and inspirational real-life tale of eccentricity and enthusiasm, it's perfect for anyone who's
ever had a dream and wondered what to do about it. Shed is living proof that you really can make it happen.




21 : BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE by Ben Mezric (795.01 MEZR)

Welcome to the world of an exclusive group of audacious MIT math geniuses who legally took the casinos

for over three million dollars, while still finding time for college keg parties, football games, and final exams.

In the midst of the go-go eighties and nineties, a group of overachieving, anarchistic MIT students joined a

decades-old underground blackjack club dedicated to counting cards and beating the system at major

casinos around the world. While their classmates were working long hours in labs and libraries, the

blackjack team travelled weekly to Las Vegas and other glamorous gambling locales, with hundreds of

thousands of dollars duct-taped to their bodies. Underwritten by shady investors they would never meet, these kids bet fifty
thousand dollars a hand, enjoyed VIP suites and other upscale treats, and partied with showgirls and celebrities.
Handpicked by an eccentric mastermind - a former MIT professor and an obsessive player who had developed a unique
system of verbal cues, body signals, and role-playing, this one ring of card savants earned more than three million dollars
from corporate Vegas, making them the object of the casinos' wrath and eventually targets of revenge. Here is their inside
story, revealing their secrets for the first time

THE LONG TABLE : my love affair with food by Mary  Moody (641.5 MOOD)
Mary Moody is best known for her expertise as a gardening writer and television presenter and for her autobiographical
account of her adventures in a rural village in South-West France. In this book, Mary takes us on a nostalgic journey in
which she recounts how her life has been shaped by the love of food, cooking and sharing these pleasures with generations
of family and friends. The food in her childhood was simple — the food of the Fifties before the great cultural shift brought on
by European and Asian migration. As a young wife and mother she cooked on a wood-burning stove in the mountains,
bringing up her children on fresh, often home-grown produce. In France she learned how to cook French provincial food.
And now, living on a farm in rural New South Wales, she brings all of that experience together as she cooks for her children
and grandchildren and serves them at her beloved long table.

DAUGHTER OF HEAVEN by Nigel Cawthorne (B951.017 WUCH)
Follow the enthralling story of Wu Chao, the only woman to become Emperor of China. At 13, she was made
concubine to the Emperor, bringing great honour to her family. Born the daughter of a merchant in seventh-
century China, she skilfully used her beauty, wit, and powers of manipulation to seduce her way to the throne
of the most powerful empire in the medieval world. Beautiful, charming, and fiendishly clever, Wu plotted to
eliminate all those she could not bewitch, executing her enemies without mercy, murdering her own children
for political gain, and eventually proclaiming herself a living god. Ruthlessly reigning for fifty years, she
provoked scandal upon scandal by setting up her own imperial harem and giving her lovers positions of
power. From her instruction in the art of love by palace officials to her bloody downfall, this book throws open

a window into the colourful world of T'ang Dynasty China, and to the woman whose infamous behaviour ushered in a golden

age in history. This is the gripping story of China’s Cleopatra and a story of murder, sex, love, power, and revenge.

ALMOST PERFECT by Kelly Denley (B306.874 DENL)
Growing up, Kelly Denley had dreamed of the perfect family - and of being the perfect mum - but as the mother of eight she
discovered that almost perfect was actually just perfect enough. After being a full-time wife and mother since 17, by age 31
Kelly had lost sight of who she truly is. The big family she'd always hoped for isn't working out quite as she expected, so
when the pregnancy test is positive for number 8, she isn't exactly ecstatic. Then within months Kelly and her family hit rock
bottom. A difficult birth and postnatal depression are taking their toll, her father is given just a year to live, her husband has
been retrenched, one daughter is seriously ill in hospital, another is diagnosed with depression and, in a final frightening
development, her eldest boy, who suffers from Asperger's, threatens suicide at the age of 13. Kelly blames herself for the
state of her family and knows that everything has to change. After counselling for the whole family, Kelly realises that her
sense of worth is so tied up with her family that even the slightest critical glance at them all is enough to send her self
esteem plummeting. In a bid to turn her life around she takes a giant leap out of her comfort zone, donning a school
uniform and returning to high school to finish an education cut short by teen pregnancy. The suburban mum, who was used
to sneers like 'Don't you know what causes it?', blitzed the HSC with an amazing 97.3. But that, it turns out, is just the start
of an incredible journey for Kelly and her family. Concern about her kids' school problems and behaviour compels her to
take dramatic action. Reminded vividly of her own wild teenage years, Kelly is determined to stop her children repeating her
mistakes - so university is put on hold and instead the family sets off on a camping trip around Australia for a year, in the
hope that the experience will draw them closer together, discover there's more to life than MSN and FaceBook - and build
memories to last a lifetime.

TO THE MANOR DRAWN by Leslie Ann Bosher (B307.72 BOSH)
Be prepared to laugh out loud at the foibles of humankind as Leslie Ann exchanges her treasured city life for unremitting
open space in this wryly-written story of a naturalised Brit who reluctantly decides to make room in her closet for a pair of
wellington boots beside her stilettos. For Leslie Ann, an American-born London resident, a cosy Paris seems the
perfect antidote to England’s cadaver-grey winter days - that is until her husband Bill announces he has other
plans involving gaseous cows, horsy women with beefy thighs and a converted seventeenth-century manor
house. Moving from city chic to country khaki, Leslie Ann soon ascertains that having a conversation with a
barnyard horse can be just as satisfying as a soothing facial. Peeling off the veneer, she examines contemporary
topics from Botox to the BBC, political correctness to National Health, and fox hunting to fashion, supplying an
engaging mix of characters and experiences along the way.




Some favourite titles recommended by our Book Chat Group

A GRAND PASSION : a memoir by Anne de Lisle (B920.72 DELI)

"l want to find my own patch of dirt, put down my own deep roots and cling to that spot until | die. And then |

want my ashes scattered there." When Anne, a divorced author suffering from writer's block, and her new

partner, lan, a widower and fellow Scottish romantic, decide to take their deepening relationship to the next

level and move in together, it isn't as simple as it sounds. There are their respective adult children's feelings to

consider, plus Anne and lan want to make a new start away from the scrutiny of the tiny township where they've

both lived for many years. Their search takes them to the historic Queensland town of Maryborough, where the

brief glimpse of a derelict house not even for sale is the start of a whole new life together. This is Anne's story of how she
lovingly brought Baddow House - known locally as 'the Ghost House' - back to life, and in doing so both rediscovered her
passion for writing and cemented her relationship with lan. But it's not all choosing paint colours and uncovering troves of
priceless cedar. The restoration is a difficult, costly and painstaking process. Conflict also arises when lan's children oppose
the marriage, devastating Anne and placing a great strain on what had been an easy, comfortable partnership. How Anne
overcomes the obstacles in her path, including a fear of being alone in the isolated, spooky house at night, will have you
cheering her on. A joyful, page-turning tale of a love affair between a woman, a man... and the stately ruin they transformed
into a home.

THE HUNT FOR ATLANTIS by Andy McDermott (Adventure — F McDE)
Archaeologist Nina Wilde believes she has found the location of the lost city of Atlantis and now she wants the

opportunity to prove her theory. Someone else though wants her dead! With the help of ex-SAS bodyguard

Eddie Chase and beautiful heiress Kari Frost, Nina faces a breakneck race against time around the world,

pursued at every step by agents of the mysterious and murderous - Brotherhood of Selasphoros. From the

jungles of Brazil to the mountains of Tibet, from the streets of Manhattan to the depths of the Atlantic Ocean,

the hunt for Atlantis leads to a secret hidden for 11,000 years - which in the wrong hands could destroy civilization as we
know it. For fans of Clive Cussler and Matthew Reilly.

STARBURST by Robin Pilcher (Relationsh ips - F PILC)

When the fireworks cascade over Edinburgh castle on the Festival's final night, the magic begins. Every

summer, the Edinburgh International Festival attracts celebrated artists, musicians, comedians, and actors to

the beloved Scottish city. Hundreds of thousands of people descend on the town to join in the magnificent
celebration. This year, the annual Edinburgh festival draws six unique and vibrant individuals, who all come

together to follow their dreams - seeking success, love, fame, and happiness: Angélique, the beautiful and

renowned violinist whose fame hides her secret heartache; Tess, a member of the festival marketing team and a newlywed
struggling with her own secrets; Roger, whose dazzling fireworks display will be the grand finale of the festival and his
career; Leonard, the aging cinematographer who wants one last time to shine; Rene, the feisty comedienne who is reaching
for the stars; and Jamie, the handsome young flat owner who brings everyone together and finds love along the way. Each
of them is trying to discover what destiny holds in store, and during this one magnificent summer, paths cross and lives are
forever changed.

YEAR OF WONDERS by Geraldine Brooks ( Historical - F BROO)

When an infected bolt of cloth carries plague from London to an isolated mountain village, a housemaid named

Anna Frith emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer. Through Anna's eyes, we follow the story of the plague

year, 1666, as her fellow villagers make an extraordinary choice. Convinced by a visionary minister, they elect

to quarantine themselves within the village boundaries to arrest the spread of the disease. But as death

reaches into every household, faith frays. When villagers turn from prayers and herbal cures to sorcery and murderous
witch-hunting, Anna must confront the deaths of family, the disintegration of her community, and the lure of a dangerous
and illicit love. As she struggles to survive, a year of plague becomes, instead, "annus mirabilis", a "year of wonders".
Inspired by the true story of Eyam, a village in the rugged mountain spine of England, this novel examines the collision of
faith, science, and superstition at the cusp of the modern era.

THE CIRCLE TRILOGY by Nora Roberts (Paranorm al/Romance —F ROBE)

In 12th-century Ireland, sorcerer Hoyt does battle with a centuries-old vampire named Lilith, who has turned

Hoyt's twin brother, Cian, into a fellow bloodsucker. Unable to defeat her, Hoyt is visited by the goddess of

battle, Morrigan, who charges him with the task of leading a battle, "the greatest ever waged," against Lilith and

her demons. Hoyt must gather five others to fight alongside him: "the witch, the warrior, the scholar, the one of

many forms, and the one you've lost." He travels in time to present-day New York, where he encounters his vampire
brother, Cian, and Glenna, a beautiful red-haired witch. Two more warriors, Moira and Larkin, join them back in his ancestral
home. Romance ignites between Hoyt and Glenna as enemies emerge from the shadows, and the “circle of six" prepare for
the big showdown with Lilith. Titles in this series in order are — Morrigan’s Cross, Dance of the Gods and Valley of Silence.




THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES (Gael Garcia Bernal, Rodrigo de la Serna and Mia Maestro)
This film has been adapted from autobiography and follows the South American journey of two young and idealistic
university graduates from Argentina. One, because of this journey through Chile, Peru and Venezuela becomes a
revolutionary because of what he has seen.  The old bike of WWI vintage gives out before the journey’s end, but the
friends continue their voyage. While we discover the true people of this continent, they discover themselves. This film also
won an Academy Award for best song. Rating : 8 out of 10

FRIED GREEN TOMATOES AT THE WHISTLE STOP CAFE (J essica Tandy, Kathy Bates and Mary Stuart Masterson)
Set in a southern Alabama town, an old lady in a nursing home tells the story of her childhood, cherished times and of a young woman’s
invincible spirit. It connects with experiences that we all share — weddings, funerals, recreation, retribution, morals and memorable meals.
Whether or not we all share the occasional murder, | am not sure of. This is a warm and enjoyable folksy type story about strangers and
friendships formed. Rating : 7 out of
10

HANGING UP (Meg Ryan, Diane Keaton and Lisa Kudrow)

Three sisters, three entirely different life styles and personalities. Eve (Ryan) is the caring, nurturing one who tries to care for
her father Lou (Walter Matthau), who is very eccentric and getting more than a little senile and a little hard to handle. She
tries to enlist the help of her two other neglectful sisters — Georgia (Keaton), a high-powered magazine owner and editor; and
baby sister Maddy (Kudrow), an insecure actress. They connect by telephone, hence the title of the movie. Eve just must
learn to separate from life’'s pressures, obligations and responsibilities of being a do-it-all woman. Sometimes there are just
times you just have to “hang up”. Rating : 7 out of 10

WALK THE LINE (Joa quin Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon)

Based on the autobiography of Johnny Cash, we follow a boy from his small American farming background with his deeply religious
parents, through his climb to fame, his falls from grace, and his relationship with June Carter, who later became his wife. Full of hit tunes
from the ‘The Man in Black’, the stars sing the classics here. Reese walked away with an Academy Award for her performance, and
Joaquin was nominated. They pull it off beautifully, and if you are a country and western fan, you will love the freight train chords, steel-
eyed intensity and the voice described as dark as the night with all the favourites. It pulls no punches and is honest about his drug

addiction and faults. Rating : 8 out of
10
THE DISMISSAL (with John Meillon, Ruth Cracknell, Bill Hunter and John Stanton) TV Drama (PG)

The sensational dismissal of Prime Minister Gough Whitlam’s Labor Government by the Queen’s representative in
Australia, the governor General, Sir John Kerr on November 11, 1975 had threatened to tear the nation apart. All the
highly charged events that led to the dismissal of the democratically elected government are included — the controversial
relationship between Treasurer Dr. Jim Cairns and his personal assistant — the so-called Morosi Affair; the rise of Malcolm
Fraser to the leadership of the Liberal Party; the financial intrigue of the Khemlani Affair where the Government attempted
to borrow $4 million to buy back Australia’s huge mineral and energy wealth; and the final blow with the blocking of the
supply budget by opposition in the Senate. 2 DVDs (270mins)

| SHOULDN'T BE ALIVE : TOUCHING THE VOID (Complete Season 1) Documentary (M)
Using dramatic and harrowing reconstructions of terrifying life or death scenarios, combined with first person testimony from survivors,
this series demonstrates the power of the human spirit and reveals the universal qualities needed to survive in extreme circumstances.
These individual stories bring to life the crucial moments, chance events and painful decisions faced by those in peril. In each episode,
the survivors relive their ‘moment of truth’, when the choice they make could mean a chance to live — or certain death — for themselves or
their companions. Some stories come from the world of the professional adventurer and extreme sports enthusiast, the men and women
who deliberately confront danger. Others are about ordinary people caught in extraordinary circumstances and left fighting for their lives.
3 DVDs (480mins)

MYTHBUSTERS : PIRATES SPECIAL Documentary  (Exe mpt)
Arggghhh me hearties. Jamie and Adam have plundered the seven seas in search of pirate parables and maritime myths
and the result is four stories of hi-jinks on the high seas, where the action is thick and fast. Cannonball vs Shrapnel -
Supposedly when pirate captains ran down their treasure-laden prey and delivered a mighty broadside blast with their
cannon, the splinters created on impact with the ship would cause more deaths than the cannonballs themselves. Eye
Patch — Why would a pirate wear an eye patch over a perfectly good eye. According to folklore, the covered eye would
always be night vision ready, so you could exit the glare of the ship’s deck, shuffle the patch over and enter the dark
below and be able to see instantly. Rum Stain Remover - Apparently pirates not only drank grog, they used it to do the



laundry. Knife Sail - When a swashbuckling hero is high in the rigging and needs to get down to the deck in double time, he
whips out his knife, stabs the sail and in a controlled slide descends, landing safely ready to fight another battle.

I $% &' (

.\ Are You Registered?
& The Library is now able to send reservation notices and overdue reminders via email. If you would like to
MO~ , receive your notices in this way, then why not register your email address with us. If we have your email
E,’ el‘ address already on file, this does not mean you will automatically receive email notices, you will still need to
> advise us to activate this option on your membership. If you have changed your email address, or would like
to check we have your correct one, or if you are unsure we have yours on file, then please contact the Library on
4197 4220, register with us and so do your bit to reduce our demand on the trees today.

The Courier Mail Big Book Club Title Of The Month
The Household Guide to Dying by Debra Adelaide

When Delia Bennet - author and domestic advice columnist - is diagnosed with cancer, she
knows it's time to get her house in order. After all, she's got to secure the future for her husband, their two
daughters and their five beloved chickens. But as she writes lists and makes plans, questions both large
and small creep in. Should she divulge her best culinary secrets? Read her favourite novels one last time?
Plan her daughters' far-off weddings? Fresh, witty, deeply moving - and a celebration of love, family and
that place we call home - this unforgettable story will surprise and delight the reader until the very last page

Visit the website for more details - www.thebigboo kclub.com.au

What's Behind Those Doors?

Have you noticed in the last month that the screened area has disappeared only to
be replaced by the big cupboard with the colourful doors in the Children’s Area — and
are you asking what is that for? Then welcome to our new Toy Library area. The big
vibrant cupboard is much more welcoming to the eye than the security mesh and
blends wonderfully with the sea-themed book boxes in the children’s area.

There is no charge to borrow toys from the Toy Library

and up to 4 items can be borrowed at once by all adult members for a period of 3 weeks (with
up to 2 further renewals available). We do ask that toys are returned to us — cleaned and in
good condition. All loans and returns are conducted through the front Loans Desk. Toys are
suitable for ages up to 6-7 and include puzzles, ride on toys, educational, puppets, games, toys
suitable for babies, construction blocks, etc. We also have larger play items (including climbing
toys, gym equipment, basketball hoop, ride on toys, etc) which are kept in a storeroom through
the door in the same area.

So if you are a grandparent who needs to keep the kids entertained in your ‘adult only’ zone, a
Mum or Dad whose kids complain that they've played with all their own toys, or if you want to
save the expense of toys your children may quickly grow out of, then why not have a look in our
toy cupboard and unleash the child within!
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