Your backyard habitat
Koala habitat is made up of trees that serve three main
functions: food, shelter and corridors that allow koala
movement.
The favoured habitats for koalas are open forests and
woodlands where their food trees occur.
Their food consists almost entirely of the leaves of
certain species of eucalypts and related plants.

LIVING WITH

This food (about 500 grams is eaten per day)
is high in toxins and extremely low in nutrients
(food value), but koalas process it very efficiently.

KOALAS

Koalas may shelter in non-food trees. This does not mean
that they eat the leaves. They will shift positions during the
day to shelter from the sun or to be in sunlight.

ON THE FRASER COAST

Living with Koalas on the Fraser Coast

DID YOU
KNOW

?

No two koalas look the same...
Koalas all have their own unique facial
features. The easiest to notice and
identify is their ‘nose pattern’, usually
around the nostrils, where a lack of black
pigmentation creates patches of pink.
Other unique features include the shape of
the nose, black pigmentation on the chin,
pigmentation spots on the ears and the amount
of fur on the ears.tre

Natural bushland has several layers —grasses and
herbs form the ground cover, shrubs, the understorey
layer and eucalypts, the canopy layer. When planting koala
habitat trees, make sure you plant them with a mix of native
shrubs and grass to replicate the way they naturally grow.
If your property adjoins a park reserve or remnant bushland,
why not replace some of your lawn with a native garden along
the boundary? Not only will you be increasing habitat for
koalas and other wildlife, you will reduce your mowing too!

GET INVOLVED...
REPORT injured koalas to KOALA CARE fraser coast
on 4121 3146

REPORT a koala sighting online at
WWW.KOALATRACKER.COM.AU

BE PART OF THE the Fraser Coast community Koala
Count Day

SUPPORT your Local Wildlife Carer
conservation Groups

&

JOIN a Community Environment Program AND
PARTICIPATE in Maintenance And Management
Activities Of Bush Land And Open Spaces

WILD KOALAS FIND THEMSELVES
SURROUNDED BY SUBURBIA AS
TREES ARE CLEARED, AND
ROADS AND HOUSES BUILT.
THIS MEANS WE NOW HAVE A
RESPONSIBILITY TO CONSIDER
THE NEEDS OF KOALAS IN OUR
NEIGHBOURHOODS AND BACKYARD.

Koala-proof your pool

In the car

Although they can swim, koalas can drown in swimming pools
because they are unable to climb back out if they fall in.

Cars kill koalas... Drive slowly and carefully in
koala habitat areas.

If you have a swimming pool:

Keep the number of a wildlife ambulance or local
wildlife rescue group in your mobile phone in case
you find an injured koala or other native animal.

•
•
•

•

be a responsible dog owner
Dogs can very easily injure and kill koalas - whether that is their
intention or not. Even a small-size dog can cause damage to a
koala.
Do not let dogs roam loose out of your yard. If you know of dogs
in your neighbourhood that are frequently roaming, report it to
Council’s Compliance Department.

Use a pool cover that is tight, secure and will not sink if a
koala walks on it;
Install a fence to keep koalas out of the pool area (e.g.
transparent glass, perspex or steel);
Install a rope. Attach one end of a thick rope (5cm in
diameter and 2m long—marine rope is ideal) to a float (like
an empty milk bottle) in the pool and tie the other end
securely to a tree, post or fence. This can save a koala from
drowning by giving it something to help it climb out of the
pool; or
Place an escape board where a koala can easily reach it and
climb out of the pool.

All new pools built in koala habitat areas should incorporate one or more
of these:
• beach-type access where the water is level with part of the pavement
so koalas can get out easily;
• steps that are big enough to allow koalas to climb out; or
• koala exclusion fence (e.g. transparent glass or Perspex with no gaps).

It is still important to notify a local wildlife
care group about a koala even if it is dead.
These koalas provide valuable information on the
occurrence of diseases and the health of local
koala populations.
Keeping records of the number of koalas killed on roads allows
wildlife managers to identify problem areas where strategies can
be put in place to reduce the number of koala deaths.
If you find a dead koala report it to Koala Care Fraser Coast on
4121 3146.

If koalas visit your property, take steps to ensure they can do so
safely. Many dog and koala interactions occcur in people’s yards
when koalas are trying to access food and habitat trees.
Fence off a dog area on your property where they can run, play
and exercise, while allowing koalas to move around safely and
peacefully. Koala-exclusion fencing must:
•
•
•
•

be at least 1.5m high
be made of solid material (eg, tin, steel or chain wire)
have no gaps
have no trees or shrubs growing or overhanging within 3m
of the fence

Be considerate of wild koalas
Koalas can become stressed from excessive noise and
disturbance. If you are aware there is a koala on your property, or
you see one when out walking, observe it quietly.

If you are unable to provide koala exclusion fencing, restrain your
dog until the koala has moved on - even during daylight hours.

DID YOU
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Advise other people and children to be as quiet as possible, so as not to
frighten or disturb the koala/s.
Restrain your dogs, inform your neighbours
that a koala is in the vicinity, and suggest
they also restrain their dogs until the koala
has moved on from the area.

A dog only has to grab hold of, or
‘mouth’ a koala to cause internal
injuries which can be fatal...
People mistakenly think that there needs to be
signs of external wounds and blood for a koala to
have been injured by a dog.
Koalas left with untreated internal and external
injuries caused by dog attack will die.
If you think that a dog and a koala may have had
an altercation, please contact Koala Care Fraser
Coast on 4121 3146 for advice and assistance.
The sooner a koala receives appropriate
treatment - the greater its chance of survival.

Koalas in the wild are not the cuddly,
human-friendly creatures that we may experience at zoos or
wildlife tourism establishments.
When approached, touched or handled, koalas are very likely
to bite and scratch, in fear and ‘self-defence’. They can and may
inflict serious injuries to humans.
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If you see a koala that you have concerns about its health,
wellbeing or safety, contact Koala Care Fraser Coast on 4121 3146.

DID YOU ?
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Native tree species that are grown
from locally sourced seed stock
grow better than seeds collected
from other geographical areas.
Koala food trees grown from local seed
stock also have the advantage of being
known to be liked by koalas in that region.

FAVOURED TREE SPECIES FOR KOALAS IN
THE FRASER COAST AREA:
Because tree species often have a variety of common names,
the best way to positively identify them is by using their
botanical / scientific names.
Botanical / Scientific Name

Queensland Blue Gum

Eucalyptus microcorys

Tallowwood

Eucalyptus robusta

Swamp Mahogany (true)

Eucalyptus exserta

Queensland Peppermint

Eucalyptus resinifera

Red Stringybark/Red Mahogany

Corymbia intermedia

Pink Bloodwood

Eucalyptus propinqua
Eucalyptus punctata
Eucalyptus major

Selecting trees for planting

Koala friendly fences allow koalas to move from
food tree to food tree, enabling them to mate and
allow the offspring to disperse after the breeding season.

Trees for koalas should be selected for local soil type or
landform. For best results, choose plant species that
occur naturally. It is best to plant koala food trees in
areas where they can safely reach their full height.

To make existing fences koala friendly you can lean planks or logs
up on either side of the fence or plant trees close together on each
side.
Ensure the thickness of panels or planks provides a
walkway along the top of the fence. Leave a small gap
between panels/planks to allow koalas to grip and climb.
Ensure chain wire fences are topped by
horizontal pole to allow koalas to use it as a bridge.

a

plank

or

When growing koala food trees on small to medium
residential blocks, most will eventually become too large.
Large trees can cause a number of problems if planted in an
unsuitable position. They can cause damage to footpaths,
underground pipes, buildings and can also create problems
for neighbours by blocking sunlight or dropping leaves and
branches.
With some simple planning, you can prevent many of these
problems from occurring:

Common Name

Eucalyptus tereticornis

Eucalyptus acmenoides (umbra)

Make your fence koala friendly

•

might have on neighbours and their property. Discuss your
gardening plans with your neighbours before you begin.

Broad-leaved Stringybark
Yellow Stringybark
White Mahogany
Small-fruited Grey Gum

•

Underground utilities - plant trees well away from
underground services. Visit www.dialbeforeyoudig.com.au
for information on locating underground utilities on your
property.

•

Footpaths and driveways - take care when
planting trees near footpaths and driveways. Permission
from Council is required prior to planting a tree on the
footpath.
Contact Council on 1300 79 49 29.

•

Access to services - make sure you allow enough room
for access to items such as manhole covers and water
meters.

•

Houses and structures - find out the mature height
of the tree before planting. Always allow for a
sufficient separation distance from your house and other
structures for the size of the mature tree.
Powerlines - if powerlines are close, consider how high
and how wide the tree will grow, and if necessary, plant it
further away or choose a different tree or shrub.
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Grey Gum
Queensland Grey Gum

Eucalyptus siderophloia
Eucalyptus fibrosa

Grey Ironbark
Broad-leaved (Red) Ironbark

Eucalyptus crebra
Below
are lists of Koala habitat Narrow-leaved
species(Red)ofIronbark
the
Melaleuca quinquenervia
Broad-leaved Paperbark
Tinana and Booral region.
Melaleuca linariifolia

Eucalyptus acmenoides - latisinensis
Eucalyptus moluccana
Eucalyptus obliqua

Living
with- when
Koalas
on the
Fraser
Coast
Neighbours
planting
a tree
consider
what impact it

•

Snow in Summer
White Mahogany

Gum-topped Box / Grey Box
Messmate / Messmate Stringy Bark

Eucalyptus cloeziana

Gympie Messmate / Queensland Messmate

Casuarina species

She-Oaks / Casuarinas

Corymbia maculata

Spotted Gum

Corymbia tessellaris

Moreton Bay Ash

Angophora costata

Smooth-barked Apple Gum

Corymbia citriodora

Lemon-scented Gum

Eucalyptus grandis

Flooded Gum

Angophora floribunda

DID YOU
KNOW
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Rough-barked Apple Gum

VEGETATION CLEARING
Habitat loss is recognised as the primary threat to the survival
of the koala. Wherever possible we should avoid the removal
of koala food tree species and other trees known to be used
by koalas. It is also important to retain a variety of age classes,
both young and mature trees. Every tree matters.
Council regulates vegetation clearing through its Planning
Scheme. Vegetation clearing involves the destruction of
vegetation or interference with its natural growth in
any way, including removing, clearing, slashing, cutting
down, ringbarking, scar-barking, pushing or pulling over,
poisoning, burning, flooding, draining or compacting of roots.
The term does not include pruning branches (where not
involving removing tree trunk or pruning so severely that it
causes the vegetation to die) or mowing of grass or lawn for
maintenance purposes (provided that it is not undertaken in an area of remnant vegetation or high value regrowth
vegetation).

?

You do not have to let koala trees
grow to their full height.
Some species can be reguarly lopped or
‘cropped’ to a height of 10 to 15 metres.
This maintains a vital food and shelter
source for koalas, while reducing the
potential negative impacts of having
extremely tall trees growing in your yard.

Tinana, Maryborough
Under Queensland’s Nature Conservation Act 1992, koalas are
listed as ‘regionally vulnerable’ in the South East Queensland
Bioregion (New South Wales border to Gladstone, and west to
Toowoomba). The Queensland Government’s Department of
Environment and Heritage Protection have requirements for
tree clearing in koala habitat areas. Under Part 3 Section 15 of the
Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2006 (Koala Plan),
a person clearing koala habitat trees must ensure the clearing is
carried out in a way that the Vegetation Management Act 1999.
Further information is available at www.dnrm.qld.gov.au
The Federal Government lists the koala as ‘vulnerable’
in Queensland under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). This
means that clearing vegetation in a koala habitat is a
Matter of National Environmental Significance (MNES) and may
require approval under the EPBC Act. Further information is
available at www.environment.gov.au

Known koala habitat areas in Tinana as identified in the Fraser Coast Planning Scheme 2014

Clearing vegetation on your property may require a
permit. You may need to lodge a development application with
Council for Operational Works. The only exception is where
the clearing is “exempt vegetation clearing” as defined in
the administrative definitions of the Fraser Coast Planning
Scheme 2014.

Booral, Hervey Bay

For further assistance in determining whether Council
approval is required for your proposed vegetation
clearing, phone 1300 79 49 29 or visit one of Counci’s Customer
Service Centres. The Planning Scheme is available online at
www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au
Even if no permit is required by Council, you may still require
approval from the State or Federal Government.
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www.koalatracker.com.au
There is a recognised lack of current, reliable data on the number
and location of koalas living on the Fraser Coast.
Koalatracker.com.au is an Australia-wide koala map which plots
the points of crowd sourced koala sightings.
Support this important national koala mapping initiative by
logging on and reporting your koala sightings.

Known koala habitat areas in Tinana as identified in the Fraser Coast Planning Scheme 2014

