
 

  

Plant Details 
 
Description - Shrub or small tree up to 10 m tall and is 
distinguished by light coloured papery bark and small 
opposite rounded leaves only 5 -10 mm long. 
 
Flower - Spring and the flower spikes are up to 2.5 cm 
long and creamy white. 
 
Fruit - Small woody fruit capsules are 3-5 mm. 
 
Areas found - Wet coastal areas at Burrum Heads, 
Pacific Haven, Toogoom and Craignish as well as some 
creek areas further inland at Howard and Duckinwilla. 
 
Status - identified as rare and protected under the State 
Nature Conservation Act 1992. 
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Easter Cassia (Senna pendula var. glabrata) 
Local Law Declared Pest Plant for Fraser Island 

 
PLANT DETAILS 

Origin:  South America 
 

Description: Shrub that grows up to about 5m tall. Stems often 
grow in a zigzag pattern and may be sparsely hairy. Leaves 
grow in alternate formation, and are pinnate with 3-6 pairs of 
leaflets. Topside of the leaf stalk has a gland between the 
lowermost leaflets.  Flowers are bright yellow flowers, 30mm 
across. They are borne in leafy clusters at the tips of the 
branches.  Fruit occurs after flowering with hundreds of green 
maturing to brown, slender seed pods up to 12cm long.  Seeds 
are black, irregular and around 5-40 seeds per seed pod. 
 

Spread: Occasional and widespread 
 

Areas found: Fraser Island and mainly east of the ranges 
 

Physical control: Hand-pull small individual plants, particularly 
in moist soil.  Take care to remove the roots and consider 
applying mulch to discourage regrowth.  Larger individuals 
may be dug out with a mattock or similar garden tool.  The 
whole crown must be removed for the achievement of long 
term control. This approach may be deemed too labour 
intensive for more established individual plants or for larger 
infestations. 

Herbicide control: Before using any herbicide always read the 
label carefully and apply strictly in accordance with directions 
on the label. 
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Why is it threatened? 
Cheel’s paperbark is a native plant that is restricted to 
only a small part of Australia.  It has been impacted by loss 
and fragmentation of habitat due to rural and urban 
development.  It is also under threat due to small 
population size. 
 
What Council is doing? 
Council is currently undertaking a number of activities to 
protect Cheel’s paperbark on the Fraser Coast: 

 Managing habitat purchased under the 
environmental levy to protect the species. 

 Seed collection, propagation and planting; 
 Conducting botanical surveys for new populations; 
 Placing conditions on development approvals; 
 Improving fire management;  
 Developing educational material and encouraging 

community involvement. 
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A local law declared pest plant is one that has 
been targeted for control under Local Government 
legislation. This provides for the protection of the 
environment, public health, safety and amenity 
within the local government’s area. 
 
Declaration under the Local Law No. 3 
(Community and Environment Management) 2011 
and Subordinate Local Law No. 3 (Community and 
Environment Management) 2011 imposes a legal 
responsibility for control by all landowners on 
Fraser Island. 
 
All landowners on Fraser Island have an obligation 
to  
 

• eradicate where possible,  
• prevent the spread, and  
• reduce the existing size of infestations, 
 
particularly where they have or could have 
significant economic, environmental, or social 
impact. This declaration also prohibits the sale, 
introduction or propagation of Easter cassia on 
Fraser Island. 
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