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FOREWORD

While we were engaged in preparing for Love Mary Day (LMD) in 2013, we came up with the idea of
creating a book. The book could explain what we were wanting to highlight for LMD, that is: the value of
the Wildlife Corridor, the immense richness and vulnerability of the biodiversity in this area, and the caring
concern of the landholders involved. It would be a valuable asset to add to our efforts for the continuance
and welfare of the Corridor.
This, I imagined, would be a gracious feature for the five landholders to have on their coffee tables. It
would ensure that the project lived on in their hearts - even after funds ran out or Greater Mary
Association (GMA) moved further afield, or a landholder had to sell and move on.

Juanita Johnston
GMA Assistant Secretary

This publication is supported by the Burnett Mary Regional Group
through funding from the Australian Government.

The Regional Landcare Facilitator Program is an initiative of
the Australian Government Department of Agriculture.
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Chapter 1
A GREAT IDEA: THE MARY RIVER KOALA CORRIDOR PROJECT
The members of the Greater Mary Association are people with a passion for the Mary River and the
Great Sandy Strait. The Mary River Koala Corridor Project arose from this passion and recognition that
the Mary River is significant, not only for its aquatic wildlife, but for the plants and animals that use the
riverbank as a place to live and as a corridor.

This riverbank, or riparian zone as it is often referred to, is a fascinating place that forms the boundary
between the freshwater and the land and as such, it is closely interlinked with both. The health of this
area affects the health of the surrounding land and the surrounding water. After our involvement in the
successful campaign to stop the Traveston Crossing dam, one direction GMA wanted to take was to
instigate and be involved in more on-ground projects – projects that made a direct and tangible impact
on the health of the Mary River. A project focused on riverbank health fit perfectly with our goals.

The opportunity to do a riverbank project came along when we were successful in obtaining about
$12,000 of funding from an Australian Government Community Action Grant to undertake the Mary
River Koala Corridor Project near Petrie Park in Tiaro. This project recognizes that the Mary River is a
corridor for koalas. Australian Koala Foundation mapping confirms this, but it has also been the experience of
landholders in this area (see Fig. 1 below).

Figure 1: Map showing the location of our
project (see the yellow star) on an
Australian Koala Foundation map. The red
areas are considered ‘primary habitat’ for
koalas and the green is secondary habitat.
Our project expands an existing primary
habitat and links to a large area of primary
habitat upstream nearer to Tiaro.
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During the design phase of this project we talked to several landholders along the river downstream of
Petrie Park. All reported a decline in koala encounters: sightings, or hearing the males grunting at night.
Although the reason for the decline in koala numbers around Petrie Park is not known for sure, fragmentation and loss of habitat is a well known threat to the species. Reducing fragmentation and increasing the
availability of suitable koala habitat is one of the primary goals of the Mary River Koala Corridor project.
Our project has involved five main elements:


Engaging five landholders in aspects of the project which are relevant to and of interest to them.



Fencing to increase the width of the riparian buffer and control stock access to more of the riparian
zone. Our project illustrates that controlling stock access enables natural regeneration to occur
more readily.



Weed control to protect existing vegetation and reduce spread of this threat. Cats Claw Creeper
(CCC) has been a particular focus. The highest priority was removal of CCC from canopy trees. The
mechanical and chemical control of the Cats Claw has been complemented by releases of biological
controls bred up through our other project ‘Tenderly tending tingids in Tiaro’.



Revegetating the riparian area, with a focus on koala species and other species typical of the local
vegetation. The native vegetation in this area is dominated by blue gums. This vegetation type,
often referred to as Blue Gum flats (Regional Ecosystems 12.3.7 or 12.3.11) is associated with the
Mary River throughout much of the catchment. Over 970 trees have been planted to date and more
will be planted in the future.



Celebrating the river and sharing our project activities to inspire others to take on similar projects.
Love Mary Day in 2013 and our numerous working bees over the last few years have been the way
we have set about doing this.

Love Mary Day 2013 exceeded our expectations. Around 300 people attended and gave us fantastic feedback. We realized that we had hit on something that people wanted in the community. Although the
Mary River Koala Corridor Project officially ended in 2013, we have continued the project into 2014. We
organized and held Get to Know Mary day on 4 May 2014 to provide the community with another opportunity to learn about and better understand the river, and the connections that exist between the river
and the riverbank and broader landscape.

Undertaking a project that increases koala habitat also benefits many other species that use riparian
vegetation in the area, and ultimately it will also help improve the stability of the river bank and improve
water quality in the river. If we look further afield, the improvements we are working toward will also flow on to benefit many
other species, and our internationally significant Great Sandy
Strait. It is fascinating to think that a project that is improving
koala habitat also benefits the dugong, marine turtles, dolphins
and many other creatures.
Working bee participants still smiling after a hard day
in our ‘office’.
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The Mary River Koala Corridor Project would not have been possible without the wonderful team of volunteers who make Greater Mary Association Inc. what it is. They have worked tirelessly and cheerfully toward
achieving the goals we have set.
We would like to extend a special thank you to the landholders on whose properties we have worked. Not
only have most of the landholders devoted a proportion of their land to this project, but in many cases they
have provided significant support and in-kind contribution to make this project a success.
In some exciting news, we now know that the work of the project can continue because this section of
riverbank has become part of the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee’s Biodiversity Fund project.
This means that the riparian planting will be further extended and assistance will be available for the important task of maintaining the existing plantings.
Every little bit counts and it is only as a community that we will be able to improve the health of the river and
ensure that koalas remain with us for future generations. We hope that the work GMA has undertaken will
help generate more enthusiasm and interest in the community to help restore koala habitat and to better
understand the benefits of riverbank protection and revegetation. The Mary River Koala Corridor is a long
term undertaking, and as we watch the trees we have planted grow, it becomes easier to imagine a time in
the future when the local residents can yet again hear and see koalas on a regular basis. It is very rewarding
to be part of making this positive change happen and we hope others will join us and help the koala corridor
to grow both upstream and downstream.
Dr Tanzi Smith
GMA President

Activities undertaken in the Koala
corridor, and on Love Mary Day.
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Chapter 2

A HISTORY OF THE RIVER AND TIARO AREA

We know that the Aboriginal people have lived in this richly diverse area for the past 40,000 years at least.
Over this time there have been great geological changes. Geologists tell us that Australia lost a remarkable suite of large-sized terrestrial faunas during the late Pleistocene (30,000-40,000 years ago). Commonly called ‘megafauna’ these species included giant kangaroos and wombats, enormous land-dwelling turtles and crocodiles.
For years there has been uncertainty as to the cause of this loss. Was it the result of human intervention either through overhunting or habitat modification? Or was it climate change? Or was it a combination of
both? Australian hypotheses for the extinction of our megafauna now suggest that climate, rather than
humans, was the cause. From this era our Australian lungfish and Mary River turtle have survived to the
present time.
A Glimpse at Life around Tiaro pre White Settlement:
Early stories from Constance Campbell Petrie,
(daughter of Tom Petrie)
recount how her father
grew up with the
Brisbane aboriginal people. Tom joined them in
the ‘huge picnic’ on the
Blackall Range, and was
included in the following
customary celebration
when he was a teenager.
Tom described how this
area became a pathway
and hunting ground for
the tribes coming to
celebrate the “Bon-yi
season” every three
years.

Echoes from the Past, written and published by Tiaro State School to celebrate their 125 th anniversary, 1997. Map printed with permission of this publication.
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About 600-700 people all assembled from every part of the country; with some coming from Burnett,
Wide Bay, Bundaberg, Mt Perry, Gympie, Bribie and Fraser Islands, Gayndah, Kilcoy, Mt Brisbane. The
whole area supplying food for the gathering: pademelons, possums, snakes, and other animals, turkey
eggs, wild yams, native figs, even a large white grub which was found in dead trees, and which was eaten
with great relish, as we do an oyster. There was no shortage of food of different kinds during a bon-yi
(now called Bunya) nuts feast. At the end of the feast, some two months later, as food supplies ran low,
the gathering held a ‘great fight’ competition and final corroboree before dispersing their various ways.
Another insight into local life pre white settlement tells us that Mt Bauple was the basis for numerous
legends and appears to have been an important cultural site which not only marked the corner of three
boundaries (of local tribes) but also served as an important source of food for the district when the Bauple
(Macadamia) nuts were in season. It was also an industrial site where stone was obtained and worked for
local use and trade as is indicated by the name “Kooringa’ which means to work stone in the local
language.
Bauple (also spelt as Boople, Boppil, Bahpil, Boopal or Baphal) meant ‘frilled lizard’ in local language. (This
could refer to the outline of the Mountain when viewed from the south) 1.
Tense Times Post White Settlement
In May 1842, Andrew Petrie (Superintendent or Engineer of Works in Brisbane) led an expedition north
for the Government, which was interested in the natural habitat of the bunya nut trees with a view to
having the nuts harvested as a food source for the Brisbane natives. Their small vessel was unable to
cross the bar at the Maroochy River, so they ventured further north looking for a navigable river to travel
inland. By the time they had found the Wide Bay River (later called the Mary River) their group now
included Bracefield, an escaped convict and a Wide Bay Aboriginal person. They rowed until navigation
was blocked by rock bars near the present town of Tiaro where they learned that another escaped convict, ‘Durramboi’ was with a large gathering of Aboriginal people nearby. Durramboi (now James Davis)
also agreed to return to Moreton Bay as both men hoped for a pardon as the Penal Settlement there had
been closed.
Nearby, it was found that there were 500 or so Aboriginal people at a mass meeting who were from 13 –
14 local clan groups. There was also anger and talk of revenge because of the deaths of Aboriginal people
near Kilcoy who had been poisoned by whites. The Petrie party had never realized their peril. However
Davis and Bracefield did, negotiated on their behalf and calm was restored.
Tiaro historian Mrs Maire Armstrong explained that shepherds, reportedly concerned about the large
gathering of Aboriginal people for the Bunya festival, had given them poisoned flour.
Following Petrie’s return to Moreton Bay, whites with flocks of sheep soon filtered through the area
looking for suitable pasture. From here on an uneasy situation developed between whites and the
Aboriginal people, with both wanting access to the land. Deaths and injuries were suffered on both sides
during the following conflicts.
In 1859, Queensland became a separate colony.
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Source: compiled from Sunmap 1:350000.
Shire of Tiaro. Lands Dep’t 19193

Printed with permission from Tiaro State school.
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By 1863, the first farms were surveyed at Kooringa along the banks of the Mary River, and the following
year the future town of Tiaro was surveyed around the blacksmith’s shop along the Maryborough to
Ipswich track.
The name Tiaro was the Aboriginal word for the water lily growing in the town Swamp. The river was a
busy highway for some years, taking people, goods, huge rafts of cedar, pine and other logs. These logs
were lined up at the rafting ground waiting for the tide to roll them to rafts where they were chained and
sent on to the Port in Maryborough.
In 1867, a year of great financial crisis when the Bank of Queensland closed its doors, James Nash who was
squatting on land along the present Kooringa Road, travelled south on a fossicking trip. Working his way
along a gully off Gympie Creek, he discovered high grade gold samples and news of this discovery quickly
drew a massive influx of gold-miners through the Port of Maryborough. The land around the gold mining
was called Gympie and it soon became the richest gold mining area in Australia. 16,000 people flocked to
the Gympie gold mines in three months. The big news that gold was discovered in Gympie allowed the
decimated Treasury in Brisbane down to its last 7d (pence) (equivalent to about $2.50 today!) to remain
viable.
Another author offers good insight into this time in our history saying: ‘Although it is claimed that others
may have sighted gold earlier in the Gympie Creek area, it took an experienced prospector to bring the find
to fruition and so it was that this man, James Nash, was credited with discovering a goldfield that not only
saved the newly formed Colony of Queensland from embarrassing bankruptcy but created what some
described as ‘the wildest rush in Queensland history’2.
By 1868 Tiaro, the little halfway town between the gold mines and Port, had a Cobb and Co staging stop at
Hauritz’s blacksmith shed in town, a Post Office, butcher’s shop and Memorial Hall.
By 1869, a hotel run by Mr Inman, a police station and general store were added to the little business
centre.
In 1870, public pressure soon saw the opening of the State School, which was a single roomed, slab hut with
a dirt floor. Local historian, Mrs Armstrong tells us that pupils paid 1/- (shilling, equal to 12 pence, so worth
about $4.30 today) weekly and those depending on available water paid another 4d (pence). The main water supply for the school came from the Tiaro Swamp.
By 1875 the population was given as about 350 people.
In 1881 the railway linked Tiaro to Maryborough and Brisbane and there were then four hotels flourishing
in Tiaro.
Then the 1893 flood devastated the young town, sweeping the river banks clear of homes, stock and
possessions. Later some left and others simply built again 3.
Even after this catastrophe, with all the local amenities to offer, the sturdy little town of Tiaro grew and
flourished.

Endnotes:
1. Echoes from the Past, p.5
2. Pathways to Gold by Jeff Lambert, self-published 2011, p.1
3. Ibid, p.xi
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Chapter 3

THE LANDHOLDERS

Below: Map of Landholders properties, used to show major weed problems to guide weed
management plan for the Koala Corridor.

Van Doorn’s
(site 5)

Introducing Con Van Doorn:
Con says:
I like this area, it is nice and quiet. My father and I built the Smith’s house here in 1980. Then we moved
on and built most of the houses in this area. Dad came from IJsselstein which is 30min by train from Amsterdam in Holland. Dad liked living close to water and this is where my parents raised us. I have been
here most of my life, though I did go away for a few years and when it was time to retire, I returned here.
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The Koala Corridor Project interests me because I’d like to see the koalas back in the area. There used to
be heaps of them here – we’d hear them all the time, especially at night, but we don’t hear or see much of
them anymore.
I loved to go water-skiing so I’ve managed to see lots of turtles and fish in the area. We always had
kangaroos on this side of the river too, though they have gone since the flood. We have had our share of
scrub turkeys also.
One phenomenon of the 2011 flood was the amount of trees that it knocked over. We have had floods
before this and we’ve known how the trees had kept standing, but that extra water in the last flood even
knocked the big fig from my front fence-line which would normally withstand the floods.
Now in 2014 the river has dropped considerably. It hasn’t been as low as this since 1992 when we could
walk across to the other side. We know that if they get a lot of rain around Kenilworth and Imbil, then we
can expect floods here.
A bit of motor noise doesn’t worry me because others have to have their free time. When there is work
being done, then the noise from that is OK by me. I am comfortable here, I just enjoy the peace and quiet
of the area.
12

Introducing Ross & Gail Smith:

Ross Says:
The attraction that brought us to this property on the banks of the Mary River in 1996 was that we were
offered a good deal! Coming from Dalby in the Darling Downs it was so good to have hills, trees and river,
a good house and a big shed. We thought the grandchildren would love holidaying here. Also Gail’s
family were in Maryborough. We called our home ‘Caughoo’, the name of the family farm in Ireland near
Brookeborough, Co Fermanagh where my people came from. In the beginning I thought our bit of iron
scrub was so pretty – until Marilyn Connell told me it was Cats Claw.
Then, there were so many koalas around Petrie Park, visible in broad daylight. You never see them there
now. I wondered if the koalas were getting a balanced diet, so I thought I’d get a better variety of trees
for them to eat as we are next to Petrie Park. I believed that this would help their welfare. Also I believe
that more trees will reduce the flooding. I like to see the native vines; a good vine scrub can reduce the
river flow in a flood.
About 14-15 years ago we fenced off the River bank with the Telstra Federal National Heritage Grant
containing about 40-50 metres of riparian zone at first. Now it is back at least 100m to allow a few more
trees on the property. I believe this will help stabilize the riverbank. We need to plant a lot more trees.
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We regularly see turtles, lungfish, echidnas and platypus. At one point people were talking about a large
crocodile in the area and signs ‘Beware of Crocodile’ were posted along this whole area. The signs disappeared a few days before the fishing competition. On land we see scrub turkeys, possums and carpet
snakes while across the river we see dingoes, kangaroos and wallabies. All used to be on this side, but are
no longer here.
Most of my effort goes into work to reduce Cats Claw in the area. We may never eradicate it, but we
must reduce it. Other feral pests here would be wild cats and foxes. I have seen their tracks but they have
kept well out of sight.
For the Future
I’d like to see more fencing of the riparian zone. It upsets me that there is not more fencing done on the
Mary River banks when there is funding available. It is proven that when cattle, who eat seedlings as well
as grass, are tramping around that the riparian zone is most fragile.
I’d like to see more koalas – three years ago there were koalas in the gum tree beside Petrie Park. A boat
ramp would be nice, but beyond our means. Also it would be too vulnerable in times of flooding.
Gail added: We want to plant more trees, and hope for rain to make the grass grow to fatten the cattle.

Left: Gully on Smith property with infestation of Cats Claw
Creeper. Photo taken at start of the project.

Photo below taken weeks after the 2013 flood, same gully
area, showing extent of the deposition of silt.
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Introducing Ross and Betty Ellis:

Ross says:

In 1978 I was looking around this area, close to the coast, for acreage that had either a river or a creek
running through it. I chose this site on the bank of the Mary River because of the river and its 60 acres was
the right size (no close neighbours). I bought it as soon as I saw it and we came to live here in 1990.

I am a strong believer in wildlife preservation so I joined in the Koala Corridor Project because I could see
that it could be a help to wildlife, and support my desire to have something of value to hand on to our kids.
I considered that joining this project was a good opportunity to achieve some of this.

I have been watching the changes in the river and on land since I’ve been here. Once we used to see
schools of lungfish close to the bank, we would spend time down there, such as having lunch on the river
bank. We used to swim regularly in the river and often saw large schools of mullet. We share this place
with some of the world’s strangest animals, platypus, echidnas and a clan of koalas – we could hear them
squabbling at night. The koalas have moved on now, hopefully to return when our food trees are
established. The mullet also don’t seem to be around. We still have bush turkeys, the biggest brown snake
I have ever seen (I had had my back to it and could hear a heavy body moving towards me), red-bellied
black, water-snakes, huge carpet snakes as well as a diversity of birdlife.
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After many years of working to clean out the flora and fauna pests, we’ve got this place a lot cleaner than
what it was. I’ve spent years clearing wild cotton and lantana. I’ve cut away all the guava trees which
made a huge difference. I employed a bloke for 4 weeks of cutting and burning to help me achieve all this.
We have also had many hours of help from Russell Rook, a friend from North Queensland who grew up in
Maryborough.
We had a rabbit plague at one stage, I shot some and then conditions changed and they disappeared on
their own. There is a wild cat around; I saw it through the window one night when our house cat started
going berserk. Foxes and the carpet snakes take a keen interest in our chook house.
Future projects
After my experiences in the last flood which came too close to the house for comfort, I would like to build a
levy bank around the house. It is very frightening thinking that water is going to come up into your house.
Perhaps the Mary River has had her fling for another few decades, but I believe that global warming will
see more wild weather events in our future. This increases the importance of any environmental
remediation that groups of enthusiasts can achieve on this very valuable ecosystem we have been
entrusted with.

Above: sunbathing turtles.

Left: aquatic plants, valuable to the ecosystem.
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Introducing Ronald Black and Janine James:

Ron tells us:
Initially I came to live by the Mary River for family reasons and that was to raise my children away from
town, in the country, to give them a good healthy start in life, everything else was secondary; next,
because I wanted to be near good sound water for the house and cattle. I found the place in 1990 and we
moved in in February 1991.
After the 1993 flood, we noticed the river bank had disappeared. I knew nobody local until my kids went
to School and on becoming President of the P & C. I discovered that everybody had noticed that their
riverbanks were falling in. Tiaro Landcare was formed at that stage. At the outset it was decided that we
should have a study into river processes.
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A telephone survey of all residents who lived by the river was undertaken. Its findings are still available.
This study included having soil samples analysed. The results said the banks of the Mary River in the
ponded reach back from the barrage were of a soil type called ‘sodic’, which were dispersive soils and as
such were not suitable for ponding water. These soils are highly reactive to being put in water where they
melt. It is their salt content that melts.
I consider that the erection of the barrage is the worst single incident that has affected the river. When I
came here, my river bank sloped gently into the river and I was able to walk to the edge of the water and
to pump water up without any trouble. Now I have a 25 foot drop to the water and I am no longer able to
irrigate.
Our Star Attractions
When you see koalas around it gives you a buzz. When the Koala Corridor Project was started I joined
them because koalas are endangered and I want to enhance the riparian zone to create a future for them.
We are getting swamp wallabies at home lately. There has never been a lot of animals on the river, not a
lot of wildlife, though we do see finches, double-bars, parrots, and plenty of mullet have come up since the
flood. I haven’t seen lungfish lately. A few nights ago I heard a koala roar nearby.
My home on the river gives us a peaceful, good quality of life with access to all that is good.
Some Pests I would like to eradicate
Lately I have been re-spraying the guava bush and hopefully they have been killed this time. As well, I’ve
been working on the ‘mimosa’ bush which is a giant sensitive plant, the tobacco bush and Cats Claw vine.
I know foxes are around. I have never allowed cats at home. Cats are a massive problem out west.
Looking to the future
I’m disappointed my irrigation site washed away so now I have to readjust my farming system. I’ll let the
river country timber up to Blue Gums. I fenced the riparian zone up in 1998 to keep cattle out. I have
14 steers on my 40 acres where once I ran 34 bullocks on irrigated Rye grass.
All in all, I hope to stay here beside the Mary River for a very
long time.

Initial survey for the Koala Corridor,
Ron Black with Peter McAdam.
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Chapter 4
THE GREATER MARY ASSOCIATION
“Let the River Run Free!”
The Greater Mary Association (GMA) was formed in 2007 when a group of residents of the lower Mary
River area felt a need for more public awareness of the effects of the proposed Traveston Dam on the
Communities downstream of the Traveston Dam footprint, including the Great Sandy Strait.
Following the demise of the dam, an awakened awareness of the other threats to the river and its
community resulted in the GMA redirecting its activities to the following six focus areas, collectively
identified by our group in January 2010:


Creating and maintaining a clean and healthy Mary River
and Great Sandy Strait.



Protecting the natural environment of the river and the
strait, including their biodiversity.



Supporting more research on the river and the strait,
including research on species and water resources.



Increasing awareness and research related to issues of
water use and extraction.



Enhancing community involvement in some or all of these
areas (including recreation in and around the river and
strait) and also inspiring the community’s feelings of
ownership related to the river and the strait.



Love Mary Day group walk participants exploring
Mary River riparian zone.

Enhancing education related to the above issues

The GMA has members from all walks of life and only a small number with riparian land. There are no
paid staff and most work is carried out by volunteers although some tasks like weed control and fencing
are supplemented by using grant money to pay contractors. We meet monthly. We alternate a night
meeting in Maryborough one month, with a working bee which is usually on a Sunday.
The 2013 severe flooding has caused great change to the River and GMA will continue to be involved in
stabilization and revegetation works, in addition to current projects.

Our logo features the Eastern Curlew, for which the

Dr Tanzi Smith,

health of the Mary River is very important.

President, GMA
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Chapter 5

THE FLORA OF THE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

MARY RIVER, TIARO - PETRIE PARK AREA
DRAFT, MARCH 2012
FLORA CHECKLIST OF RIVER BANK ON 3 PROPERTIES IN THE PETRIE PARK AREA OF TIARO, OF THE FRASER COAST REGION,
WIDE BAY, SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND
COMPILED BY INDIGEAFLORA - GREG SMYRELL PH: 0400 435 084
KEY -

P – Planted
* - Denotes – Weed and exotic species or non-local natives.
1 - Site 1 Black
2 – Site 2 Ellis
3 - Site 3 Smith

Families, genera and species arranged alphabetically.

Mr Greg Smyrell

PTERIDOPHYTES - FERNS & ALLIES
ADIANTACEAE
Adiantum atroviride

Common maidenhair

Adiantum hispidulum var. hypoglaucum
Cheilanthes sieberi subsp. sieberi

3
1,2,3

Mulga fern

2

Small rasp fern

3

Tender brake fern

3

BLECHNACEAE
Doodia caudata

PTERIDACEAE
Pteris tremula

GYMNOSPERMS - CONIFERS, CYCADS & ALLIES
ARAUCARIACEAE
Araucaria cunninghamii

Hoop pine
20

1P,3P

Adiantum hispidulum
var. hypoglaucum

ANGIOSPERMS - FLOWERING PLANTS
ACANTHACEAE
*Thunbergia alata

Black-eyed susan

3

Achyranthes aspera

Chaff flower

2

*Amaranthus viridis

Green amaranthus

2,3

*Mangifera indica

Mango

3

*Schinus terebinthifolius

Broad-leaved pepper tree

AMARANTHACEAE

Weed—Thunbergia alata

ANACARDIACEAE

ANNONACEAE
Polyalthia nitidissima

Canary beech

2

Alyxia ruscifolia

Chain fruit

3

*Asclepias curassavica

Redhead cotton bush

1,2

Carissa ovata

Currant bush

1P,3

*Gomphocarpus physocarpus

Balloon cotton bush

1,2

Celerywood

3P

Dutchman’s pipe

1,2

APOCYNACEAE

Alyxia ruscifolia

ARALIACEAE
Polyscias elegans

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE
*Aristolochia elegans

Weed Aristolochia elegans
ASPARAGACEAE
*Asparagus plumosus

Climbing asparagus fern

1,3

*Ageratum houstonianum

Billygoat weed

1,2,3

*Bidens pilosa

Farmer’s friend

1,2,3

*Cirsium vulgare

Black thistle

2

*Conyza bonariensis

Flat-leaved fleabane

2

*Conyza canadensis var. canadensis

Canadian fleabane

2

*Conyza sumatrensis

Tall fleabane

1,2,3

Cyanthillium cinereum

Vernonia

2,3

Eclipta prostrata

White eclipta

1

Emilia sonchifolia var. sonchifolia

Red tassel flower

3

*Praxelis clematidea

Praxelis weed

1,2,3

ASTERACEAE

Pterocaulon redolens

3
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Weed Praxelis clematidea

BIGNONIACEAE
*Macfadyana unguis-cati

Cat’s claw creeper

1,2,3

Brown kurrajong

1P

Cassia brewsteri

Leichhardt bean

1P

*Delonix regia

Poinciana

2

*Senna pendula var. glabrata

Easter cassia

2

River she-oak

1,2,3

Red crumbweed

2

Blue wandering jew

1.3

*Convolvulus arvensis

Bindweed

2

*Ipomoea cairica

Mile a minute

2,3

Whisker grass

2

BYTTNERIACEAE
Commersonia bartramia

Commersonia bartramia

CAESALPINIACEAE

CASUARINACEAE
Casuarina cunninghamiana subsp. cunninghamiana
CHENOPODIACEAE
Dysphania littoralis

COMMELINACEAE
Commelina diffusa

CONVOLVULACEAE
Weed Ipomoea cairica

CYPERACEAE
Cyperus gracilis
Cyperus leavis

2

ELAEOCARPACEAE
Elaeocarpus obovatus

Hard quandong

2

Mallotus claoxyloides

Smell of the bush

2,3

Mallotus discolor

White kamala

1,3P

Mallotus philippensis

Red kamala

1,2

*Ricinus communis

Castor oil plant

1,2

Derris involuta

Fish poison vine

2

*Macroptilium atropurpureum

Siratro

1,2,3

Mallotus claoxyloides

EUPHORBIACEAE
*Euphorbia heterophylla

FABACEAE
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Weed Ricinus communis

*Macroptilium lathyroides var. semierectum

Phaisey bean

1,3

*Neonotonia wightii

Glycine

3

*Trifolium repens

White clover

2

Scrambling lily

1,2,3

A rush

2

Lolly bush

3

Cryptocarya hypospodia

Northern purple laurel

3

Cryptocarya triplinervis var. pubens

Hairy three-veined laurel

3

Cryptocarya triplinervis var. triplinervis

Three-veined laurel

1,2,3

Lomandra hystrix

Creek matrush

2

Lomandra longifolia

Spiny matrush

1,3P

Amyema congener subsp. congener

Variable mistletoe

2

Amylotheca dictyophleba

Brush mistletoe

1

Dendrophthoe glabrescens

Orange-flowered mistletoe

1

HEMEROCCALLIDACEAE
Geitonoplesium cymosum

Image: John Williams

Clerodendrum floribundum

JUNCACEAE
Juncus sp.
LAMIACEAE
Clerodendrum floribundum
LAURACEAE
Cryptocarya triplinervis spp.

LAXMANNIACEAE

LORANTHACEAE

Dendrophthoe glabrescens
MALVACEAE
?*Abutilon grandifolium

1,2,3

*Malvastrum americanum var. americanum

Spiked malvastrum

2

Sida cordifolia

Flannel weed

2

*Sida rhombifolia

Paddy’s lucerne

1,2,3

*Urena lobata

Urena burr

2

Dysoxylum gaudichaudianum

Ivory mahogany

1,3

Melia azedarach

White Cedar

1P,2,3

Pleogyne

1,2,3

MELIACEAE

MENISPERMACEAE
Pleogyne australis

Pleogyne australis
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MIMOSACEAE
Acacia disparrima subsp. disparrima

Hickory wattle

1,2,3

*Acacia farnesiana

Mimosa bush

1,2

Acacia maidenii

Maidens wattle

2

*Albizia lebbeck

Indian siris

3P

*Leucaena leucocephala

Leucaena

2

Pararchidendron pruinosum var. pruinosum

Snow wood

2
Weed Leucaena leucocephala

MORACEAE
Ficus opposita var. opposita

Sandpaper fig

1,2,3

Ficus racemosa var. racemosa

Cluster fig

2

Ficus rubiginosa

Rock fig

1P

Maclura cochinchinensis

Cockspur vine

1,2,3

Streblus brunonianus

Whale bone tree

1,2,3

Trophis scandens subsp. scandens

Burny vine

1,2

Angophora subvelutina

Apple gum

3

Eucalyptus tereticornis

Forest red gum, Blue gum

1,2

Melaleuca bracteata

River, black tea-tree

1,2

MYRTACEAE

Melaleuca tricostachya
Melaleuca viminalis

2
Weeping bottlebrush

*Psidum guajava
Waterhousia floribunda

1,2

Melaleuca viminalis
seedpods

1,2,3
Weeping cherry

3

Ochna

2

Jasminum didymum subsp. racemosum

Native jasmine

1,2,3

Jasminum simplicifolium subsp. australiense

Native jasmine

2

OCHNACEAE
*Ochna serrulata

OLEACEAE

OXALIDACEAE
*Oxalis corniculata

Creeping oxalis

PASSIFLORACEAE
*Passiflora foetida

Stinking passion flower

1,2,3

*Passiflora suberosa

Corky passion flower

1,3

Coral berry
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1,2,3

PETIVERIACEAE
*Rivina humilis

Jasminum didymum subsp.
racemosum

PHYLLANTACEAE
Bridelia leichhardtii

Small-leaved brush ironbark

1,3

Glochidion ferdinandi var. ferdinandi

Cheese tree

3

Phyllanthus virgatus

2

PLANTAGINACEAE

Glochidion ferdinandi

Plantago debilus

POACEAE
*Chloris gayana

Rhodes grass

1,2,3

Cynodon dactylon var. dactylon

Couch

1,2,3

*Digitaria eriantha

Pangola grass

1

Imperata cylindrica

Blady grass

2,3

*Megathyrsus maximus var. maximus

Guinea grass

1,3

*Megathyrsus maximus var. pubiglumis

Green panic

1,2,3

Oplismenus aemulus

Creeping shade grass

1,2,3

Ottochloa gracillima

Slender otochloa

1,2,3

*Paspalum conjugatum

2

*Paspalum dilatatum

Paspalum

3

*Sorghum leiocladum

Wild sorghum

3

Persicaria sp.

Smartweed

2

Rumex brownii

Swamp dock

1,2,3

Grevillea robusta

Silky oak

3P

Stenocarpus sinuatus

Firewheel tree

1P

Yellow tulip

2

Soap bush

3

Pink flowered raspberry

3

White Eye

2

Weed Megathyrsus maximus
var. pubiglumis

POLYGONACEAE

PROTEACEAE

PUTRANJIVACEAE
Drypetes deplanchei

RHAMNACEAE
Alphitonia excelsa

ROSACEAE
Rubus parvifolius X

RUBIACEAE
*Richardia brasiliensis
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Rubus parvifolius X

RUTACEAE
Flindersia australis

Crow’s ash

2,3

*Murraya paniculata ‘Exotica’

Raintree, Mock orange

2,3

Alectryon tomentosus var. tomentosus

Hairy alectryon

1,2,3

Arytera divaricata

Coogera

3

Arytera microphylla

Small-leaved coogera

2,3

*Cardiospermum grandiflorum

Heart seed vine

1,2,3

Cupaniopsis parvifolia

Small-leaved tuckeroo

2,3

Jagera pseudorhus var. pseudorhus

Foambark

1,2,3

Barb wire vine

3

*Capsicum minimum

Chili bush

1,2

*Physalis peruviana

Cape gooseberry

1

*Solanum capsicoides

Devil’s apple

2,3

*Solanum mauritianum

Wild tobacoo

1,2,3

SAPINDACEAE
Cupaniopsis spp.

SMILACACEAE
Smilax australis

SOLANACEAE

*Solanum nodiflorum

1,2

*Solanum seaforthianum

Brazilian nightshade

2,3

*Solanum torvum

Devil’s fig

1,2

Argyrodendron trifoliatum

White booyong

2

Brachychiton populneus subsp. populneus

Kurrajong

3P

Sterculia quadrifida

Peanut tree

3P

Aphananthe philippinensis

Rough leaved elm

1,2,3

Trema tomentosa var.aspera

Poison peach

1,2,3

*Lantana camara

Lantana

1,3

*Verbena bonariensis

Purple-top

2

*Verbena littoralis

Common verbena

1,2,3

Golden mistletoe

1

Smilax australis

STERCULIACEAE

ULMACEAE
Aphananthe philippinensis

VERBENACEAE

VISACEAE
Nothothixos subaureus
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Nothothixos subaureus

Hickory Wattle

Tough and tasty
 Acacia disparrima
 Most Acacia are pioneer species—many will grow
quickly and make the soil better for other plants that
follow (Legume).
 Highly nutritious food source for birds, and other
creatures.
 Coastal and near-coastal regions.
 Wood used for boomerangs and clubs, as it is very hard.
 Good for wood-turning and craft.
 Plants usually in a dense cluster.
 Seeds used as flour for bread.
 Young phyllodes (leaves) and flower buds food source
for many butterfly larvae.

Rough-leaved Elm

Axe-handle plant
 Aphananthe philippinensis
 Tree to 20m.
 Decorative leaves rough with prickly tips along edges.
 Grows in rainforest areas, often on edges.
 Small greenish and pinkish flowers, fruit small yellowish
drupe.
 Food plant for larvae of Common Aeroplane Butterfly.
 Used to make axe handles, baseball bats.
 Bark used in cancer treatment.
 Male and female flowers different, but on same plant.

Coogera

Bats and butterflies love me!
Arytera divaricata
Rose Tamarind.
Grows to 20m.
Understorey tree is only 3-4m.
Tough, slow growing tree.
Fruit and foliage favoured by rainforest creatures.
Grows in drier rainforest, and seaside rainforest.
Attractive tree, foliage casts a deep shade.
Tiny cream-pink flowers in panicles throughout the year.
Ideal for coastal gardens.
Extremely tough wood.
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Good for erosion control

River She-Oak
Casuarina

Rickjpelleg

cunninghamiana
Slow growing—can reach 35m tall.
Grows along rivers, creeks and on flood plains, up east
coast of Australia.
Flowering on male plant looks like rust.
Pollen wind-blown.
Well adapted to drought and flood.
Foliage tasty to animals, and quenches thirst for humans.
Timber was used for bullock yokes (very strong).
Gum used as sealant for canoes.
Beautiful sound with breeze blowing through branches.

Good looking and useful

Silver Croton
Croton

insularis
Small tree to 15m.
Leaves green on upper surface, silvery on lower.
Attractive tree for small gardens.
Older leaves turn scarlet.
Grows on the edge of dry rainforest areas.
Bark used as a reddish-brown dye.
‘Croton’ from a Greek word meaning tick - seeds look like
ticks.
Injured bark has a pleasant smell.
Food plant for birds and butterfly larvae.
Subject for medical research.

QLD Blue Gum

I’m Koala food
Eucalyptus

tereticornis
Preferred food tree for the koala.
Sheds bark, leaving a little ‘stocking’ at base.
Common in dry eucalypt and wallum areas.
Can reach 40m tall, so not your average garden plant.
Eucalyptus flowers sometimes used to make sweet drinks.
Eucalyptus oil widely used as an antiseptic; as a cleaner;
and for throat lozenges.
Leaves vary in concentration of oil, and can sometimes be
toxic to koalas.
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Sandpaper fig

Rough to touch
Ficus

opposita var. opposita
Shrub to small tree in open forest.
Leaves are often, but not always, opposite one another.
Rough leaves like sandpaper.
Attracts birds, fruit bats and butterflies (larvae eat
leaves).
Good small garden shade tree.
Fig flowers are on the inside of the ’fruit’, and wasps go
in hole at base to fertilise the flowers.
Used as sweet fruit by aborigines.
Used to smooth axe handles and other tools by
aboriginals.
 Fruit rich in Vitamin C.

Cluster Fig

Fruit on main trunk
Ficus

racemosa var. racemosa
Figs produced on special shoots from the trunks and
main branches.
Grows in sometimes quite dry rainforest, and along
watercourses.
Deciduous for short period in winter.
Great food source for birds, some butterfly larvae, and
other forest creatures (including feral pigs).
Subject of medical research.
Large tree to 35m, with buttressed roots.
Flowers inside ‘fruit’, pollinated by tiny wasps.

Strangler Fig

Birds love me!
Ficus

rubiginosa
Can be a large tree to 30m, forming a lovely shady
canopy.
Leaves are quite hairy and reddish on underside.
Can form aerial roots which become struts to hold
spreading branches (Banyan).
Fruit small, round, yellow-turning red fig, with warty
skin.
Seeds will shoot sometimes in the damp protection of
the bark of other trees. They send roots to the ground,
and eventually the original tree will die.
Food source for many birds.
Only able to be pollinated by one species of wasp.
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Scrambling Lily

Bush Tucker
Geitonoplesium

cymosum
Leafy climber to 5m.
New growth edible.
Flowers white, spring to summer, fragrant.
Black fruits to 10mm.
Leaves alternate, glossy. Prominent mid-rib vein.
Often found in local rainforest, dry forest, or even
wallum.
Base stem is green, so differs from Cat’s Claw Creeper
and other vines.
Similar to another welcome plant in the bush, Wombat
Berry, which has more veins visible on upper surface of
leaf, and has orange berries.

Foam Bark Tree

Careful - I can hurt!
Jagera

pseudorhus var. pseudorhus
Tree to 15m tall.
Flower buds, young stems are rusty/hairy.
Seed capsules yellowish/brown, and covered in stiff,
irritating hairs.
Bark has foaming ability - used to catch fish by taking
oxygen from water.
Important tree for dry rainforest regeneration.
Attracts several bird species.
Host plant for caterpillars of some butterflies.
Can get a slight lather if use bark to wash hands.

Ordinary? No, mighty!!

Creek Matrush
 Lomandra

hystrix
 Excellent plant for revegetation and erosion control.
 Many slightly different plants from slightly different areas.
 Need to select seeds from plants growing in the area that
needs to be helped, or nearby.
 Lomandra have separate male and female plants, and can
be identified by the flower spikes.
 Flowers cream-coloured in spikes from the base of the
plant.
 Important food for butterfly larvae.
 Base of leaves edible.
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Bird attractant

Whalebone Tree
Streblus

brunonianus
Known to get to 30m, but generally smaller.
Separate male and female flowers.
Same family as mulberries and figs.
Leaves slightly sandpapery, with serrated margins.
Wood used for tool handles.
Fruit enjoyed by many birds, including Lewin’s
Honeyeater and Brown Cuckoo Dove.
Graceful weeping habit.
Common in most rainforest systems.
Bush tucker.

Beautiful all-rounder

Weeping Cherry
Waterhousia

floribunda
Tree to 30m in native rainforest, but usually only to 10 15m in cultivation.
Older leaves dark green, new growth quite reddish and
stunning.
Small green round fruits ripen to pink/red.
Fruits loved by forest creatures. (Not very edible for
humans).
White, fluffy flowers good nectar source for butterflies.
Will cope with waterlogging and with extended dry
times.
Suitable as an informal hedge.
Susceptible to psyllids.

Wattle Gall

I’m insect food and shelter
Can

be made by wasps, gall flies, gall midges or fungal
infection.

If

made by insects: adults lay eggs in soft plant tissue,
and the plant reacts to their presence. The young feed
on the plant tissue until they emerge through tiny
holes as adults.

Unless

there are a lot of these on a young tree, they
are not a big problem. They do show that the plant is
under stress, so fertilising and watering should be
carried out as needed, and the problem the following
year should be less.

Galls

can be pruned off and put in bin.
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Ugly, but a goodie.

Cockspur Thorn
Maclura

cochinchinensis
Has thorns up to 25mm long (protective habitat for
birds).
Plant can live hundreds of years.
Fruit edible when yellow/ripe.
Stems can be used for yellow dye.
Food plant for butterfly caterpillars.
Can be trimmed to make hedging.
Fruit popular with various birds and reptiles.
Found from China down to Australia.
Grows in dry or rainforest areas.
Research for medical uses.

Good lawn replacement

Creeping Beard Grass
Oplismenus

aemulus
Found in rainforest, open woodland, gullies.
Can form a carpeting mat.
Use in shaded areas, with low traffic.
Looks like introduced Wandering Jew.
Butterfly host.
Also known as Basket Grass, as it can be used for
weaving.
Stays nice and green most of year.
Good revegetation plant in its local area.
Can aid in erosion control for heavy shade areas.

Living department store

Monkey Rope Vine
Parsonsia

straminea
Common in rainforest and dryer forest in Qld and NSW
Leaves very variable. Smaller on young vines, and
purple colour underneath.
Silky plumes help seeds disperse.
Vine can live over 100 years, and climb over 40m.
Important food plant for butterfly larvae and insects,
and therefore birds.
Good nesting plant for possums.
Honey-coloured watery sap: fragrant flowers.
Stems can be 10cm diam; weight of a large vine can
bring down a big tree.
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Nest Box

Bat Home
A

small nesting box for tiny creatures - microbats.
Microbats are very effective insect controllers, eating up
to 1,200 lawn grub moths, midges, mosquitoes, flying
termites etc. an hour!
Cloth at bottom helps with traction in the home.
Nesting boxes become needed when the supply of
natural hollows is reduced.
Hollows form where a tree has suffered damage, for
example from a branch breaking off in high wind, then
slowly rotting out.
Tree clearing reduces nest sites.

New Home

Nesting Box
Very

large box, with special entryway.
Meant for the King Parrot.
Best positioned away from prevailing wind.
Position as high as possible in tree.
Ridge at back keeps box angled a little, and a little dryer.
Trees can take over 100 years to form the natural
hollows and holes which many creatures use for homes.
This explains why many homes are disappearing when
large trees are cleared from areas.

Nest Box

Many creatures welcome!
Nesting

box for possums or Eastern Pale-headed Rosella
or lorikeets, or if you’re lucky, an Owlet-nightjar!
Prepared for future homeowners by the addition of
some leaf litter into the base.
‘Folds’ in wire allow for tree growth.
It can take up to a hundred years for a tree to develop
natural nesting holes in areas that have had a branch
break off, or had some damage.
Young trees do not have the same housing potential for
birds, possums, microbats, or other creatures.
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Chapter 6

THE FAUNA OF THE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

LIST OF LANDHOLDERS’ ANIMALS & FERAL PESTS

Con Van Doorn:
Animals: Koalas (once); kangaroos (once); fish, turtles, scrub turkeys
Ross & Gail Smith:
Animals: turtles, lungfish, echidnas, platypus, scrub turkeys, possums, carpet snakes, crocodile (once);
across the river: dingoes, kangaroos, wallabies
wants to see: koalas again
Feral Animals: tracks of feral cats and foxes, cattle on the river bank.
Feral Plants: Cats Claw
Ross & Betty Ellis:
Animals: (once) schools of lungfish & schools of mullet.
Platypus, echidnas, koalas, bush turkeys, brown snake,
red-bellied black snake, water snake, carpet snakes, lots of
birds.
Feral Animals: (once) rabbit plague; wild cat, foxes.
Feral Plants: Wild cotton, lantana, guava trees.

Just after the 2013 flood a school of mullet was
heard and seen at the water surface.

Ron Black:
Animals: Koalas, swamp wallabies, finches, double-bars, parrots, mullet (since the flood)
lung fish (once).
Feral Animals: foxes.
Feral Plants: guava bush, mimosa (giant sensitive plant) bush, tobacco bush, Cats Claw vine.
Worst single incident: erection of the barrage causing bank instability in sodic soils.
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LIST OF SUMMER & AUTUMN BIRDS IN WILDLIFE CORRIDOR
(Incomplete)

BIRD FAMILIES

SPECIES

Waterbird

Little Black Cormorants, Little Pied Cormorants, White-faced Heron, Jabirus,
Cattle Egret, Nankeen Night Heron, Great Egret, Straw-necked Ibis

Duck

Pacific Black Duck, Chestnut Teal

Dove

Spotted Turtle Dove, Peaceful Dove, Bar-shouldered Dove, Crested Pigeon

Parrot

Rainbow Lorikeet

Cuckoo

Indian Koel (h), Channel-billed Cuckoo, Pheasant Coucal (h)

Kingfisher

Laughing Kookaburra, Forest Kingfisher, Azure Kingfisher, Rainbow
Bee-eater

Roller

Dollar Bird

Swallow

Welcome Swallow

Robin

Eastern Yellow Robin

Fly Catcher

Leaden Flycatcher (m), Willie Wagtail

Honey Eater

Lewin’s Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Little
Friarbird, Blue-faced Honeyeater

Flower Pecker

Mistletoe Bird (f)

Corvid

Australian Magpie, Torresian Crow, Grey Butcherbird

Raptor

White Breasted Sea Eagle

Thrush

Grey Shrike-thrush

Shrike

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Whistler

Rufous Whistler (m,h)

Pardalote

Spotted Pardalote, Striated Pardalote

Various families

Figbird (f) Spangled Drongo, White-winged Choughs, Australian Magpie-lark
(Peewee, Mudlark), Noisy Miner, Double-barred Finch

female, (m) male, (h) heard

GMA thanks the Maryborough Birdwatchers for this list
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Birds Known in the Mary River Koala Corridor at Tiaro
EHP

James Niland

Channel-billed Cuckoo
(Scythrops novaehollandiae)

Eastern Yellow Robin
(Eopsaltria australis)

Trusting little bird to 150mm
long. Name means ‘dawn
harpist’, often first bird to sing at dawn.
Very neat cuplike nest with twigs and spider
web. Eats insects it ‘pounces’ on from a
perch close to ground.

A parasitic bird, this large
cuckoo lays its eggs in the
nests of currawongs, magpies and crows, never building its own nest.
Adult birds feed mainly on fruit and large insects. They have a loud and raucous call.
Black-necked Stork or Jabiru

Spangled Drongo
(Dicrurus bracteatus)

R. Rosenfeld

(Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus)

Unique among Australian
Tall, stately stork with masbirds, this handsome quite
sive black bill. Moves deliblarge bird has a wide, forked
erately and slowly, until sudden dash and jab
with bill at prey in the water. Eats fish, frogs, tail and iridescent blue-black plumage.
small eels, snakes and turtles, and carrion.
Raucous call. Catches insects in flight, with
Untidy nest in tree fork, or on ground.
some great feats of flying.
http://dl.id.au

Rainbow Bee-eater
(Merops ornatus)

Bill and Mark Bell

White-bellied Sea-eagle
(Haliaeetus leucogaster)

Orange crown blends to
yellow-green across shoulders, into azure blue. Orange underwings.
Acrobatic flyer, catches insects on the wing.
Nests in a tunnel in sandy soil in open space,
or a bank. Shrill vibrating call. Slim beak.
R. Rosenfeld

Magpie-lark or Mudlark
(Grallina cyanoleuca)

Grey above, white below,
with very broad wings and a
small diamond-shaped tail,
these birds live in pairs, often in a permanent territory. Nest in high tree, twigs and
sticks built on each year.
Diet includes birds, small mammals and fish.
Ian Peden, ala

Dollarbird
(Eurystomus orientalis)

Dark plumage with large
rounded crescents of white
towards the outside of upper and lower wing surface, hence ‘Dollar’.

Similar to Magpie in black
and white plumage. Magpie 37-44cm, Mudlark 2630cm. Established pairs; territory 8-10ha.
Builds mud nest in trees, so needs water
nearby. Forages for insects on ground.
Lip Kee

Needs tall dead trees for nesting. Eats large
insects caught while flying.
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Birds Known in the Mary River Koala Corridor at Tiaro
R. Rosenfeld

Welcome Swallow

R. Rosenfeld

(Hirundo neoxena)
Common small bird of open
areas. Low, graceful flight
becomes erratic when chasing insects on the wing. Sweet, twittering
song. Nest cup-shaped structure of mud,
grass and plant bits on structures or in tree
cavity.
Leaden Flycatcher
(Myiagra rubecula)

Striated Pardalote
(Pardalotus striatus)

Quite widespread, but often
hard to see. Call persistent,
abrupt, high-pitched ‘chipchip’. Feeds mostly on Eucalyptus Lerps
(a sucking insect), and other tiny creatures
of leaves, bark or flowers. Nest in a tree
cavity or an earthen bank.
Little Friarbird
(Philemon citreogularis)

R. Rosenfeld

Small bird, to 15cm. Male
Lacks usual Friarbird ‘knob’
upperparts and breast
on bill. Noisy, active and
glossy lead-grey, female dull
pugnacious. Feeds on necgrey with slight reddish throat.
Lives in high parts of trees, where it feed on tar from flowering trees, also eats fruits and
insects. Nest a suspended ‘cup’ in outer
insects, especially flies. Nest high in tree,
decorated ‘cup’. Territorial.
canopy of tree. Adult about 29cm.
Aviceda at en.wikipedia

S. M Barnett

Torresian Crow

Mistletoebird

Duncan McCaskill

(Corvus orru)

(Dicaeum hirundinaceum)

Black bird, 48-53cm. Rapidly
and repeatedly flutters
wings on arrival and in
greeting. Mates for life, and has permanent
territory. Nest rough basket of twigs usually
shaded, 5-10m off ground. Call nasal uk-ukuk-uk, or harsh arrk-arrk, even pitch.

Shorter beak than scarlet
honeyeater, blunt tail. Black
stripe on chest of male distinctive. Eats
mostly mistletoe fruit, which it deposits in
faeces on tree branches. Nest neat pearshape, suspended, almost felted.
Grey Shrike-thrush
(Colluricincla harmonica)

Rufous Whistler
(Pachycephala rufiventris)

Dullish grey colouring, made
Small bird, ~16cm. Male has
up for by rich melodious
rusty coloured underparts,
whistling notes. Quiet, slow,
female duller, with finely
methodical forager of leaf
streaked pale buff underparts. Joyous call
litter, tree trunks, and foliage. Wide range
‘Eee-chong’, followed by rippling notes.
of insects, small animals, seeds and fruit
Nest open, cup-shaped, in tree or bush.
diet. Territorial.

Lip Kee

Deane Lewis
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Butterflies of the Fraser Coast, seen in Mary River Koala Corridor
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly (Ornithoptera richmondia)

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Monarch (called Wanderer) (Danaus plexippus)

The breeding needs of the
Monarch are regarded as
One of Australia’s largest
weeds. They are Gomphocarbutterflies, this species was
Tom Tarrant, Flickr EOL images
pus and Asclepias (which have
documented by our forebears
a small red flower). Once these plants were introas being in this area. These beauties need the vine
Pararistolochia praevenosa to breed on, but this vine duced into Australia this butterfly has flourished.
The Monarch is known world-wide for its long dishas been largely cleared with the local rainforests.
tance journeys.
The vine needs a rich mulch to keep its roots moist.

Lesser Wanderer
(Danaus chrysippus)

Lemon Migrant
(Catopsilia pomona)

This butterfly breeds on CasThis smaller version of the
sias and Sennas: Cassia brewMonarch has its same breeding
steri and Senna surattensis
Ento-csiro-au Licensed
under Public Domain via
Wikimedia
Commons
needs. It also breeds on climbare both suitable for the Lemon Migrant butterfly. The latter tree is also host to
ing vines such as: Cynanchum, Marsdenia etc.
six other species of butterflies.
This butterfly flies slowly, and generally only 1-2m
Massive migrations sometimes occur, with the
above the ground. Caterpillars have 3 pairs of
butterflies usually flying from South to North.
tentacles and yellow, white and black rings.
M. Tattersall, Flickr

Dusky Knight
(Ypthima arctous)

Deane Lewis

Southern Pearl White
(Elodina angulipennis)

This is a curly one to have in a
This butterfly breeds on native
corner as all its host plants have
grasses including barbed wire
thorns or spikes. The Southern
grass (Cymbopogon refractus),
Pearl White breeds on Capparis
Panic Grasses (Panicum) ,Kangaroo Grass (Themeda (Caper bush), C. arborea, C. mitchellii, and C. sarmonttosa (whose barbs can be nasty!). Underside
australis), and Blady Grass (Imperata cylindrical).
of the forewings is pearly pale yellow with a grey
Jerky flight, usually close to the ground. Found in
patch near the apex. Top is pearly white.
areas with a grassy understorey.
Commons.wikimedia.org

Chequered Swallowtail
(Papilio demoleus)

Jezebels (Black, Scarlet
etc.) (Delias)

This butterfly breeds on the
Native Lemons incl: Cullen
tenax (Emu foot and Citrus

The Jezebels breed on
Native Mistletoe such as
Amyema, Dendropthoe and
Muellerina.

australis.

Quartl, Wikipedia.org

Native to Eastern Australia, this butterfly is brightly
A very successful butterfly this has become a pest in coloured under the wings, but white with black tips
some countries. Enjoys ‘mud-puddling’, and will
on the upperside. The bright colours are thought to
indicate how bad they taste, to potential predators.
bask with its wings widespread. At rest, the wings
are held upright and together.
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MARY RIVER SPECIES
FACT SHEET

Species name: Queensland Lungfish/
Neoceratodus forsteri

Status: Vulnerable - high risk of endangerment.
Range: Likes a varied habitat, with a combination of open water, deep pools and slow flowing
riffles. Burnett and Mary River systems. They
have been introduced into other rivers.

Size: The lungfish can grow to about 1.5m in
length and weigh over 40kg. Growth is very slow
(12cm after 2 years).

Diet: Includes frogs, tadpoles, small fish, snails,
shrimp, earthworms and plants when young.
Mainly plants when older.

Physical characteristics: It has a long heavy
body with large scales. Usually olive green to
brown on the back and sides with some scattered
dark blotches, whitish on the belly. It has gills to
breathe under water, and a single lung which
means it can surface and breathe air when the
water quality becomes poor. Poor eyesight.

Social/family structure: There is an
annual cycle of movement to and from
spawning grounds which are reused
each year. Home ranges of both sexes
overlap. Unlike adults, juvenile lungfish
appear to be territorial and aggressive
towards one another.

Behavioural characteristics: Nocturnal. Lungfish are quite romantic
creatures which undertake a courtship
period before depositing their eggs in
beds on submerged aquatic plants.
When it breathes air, the lungfish makes
a sound like a blast from a small bellows.
To locate prey, it can use electric signals
like a shark.

Major threats: Dams across the river block the movement of adult lung fish to breeding
sites. They can be injured or killed as they go over high dam walls during high water flows.
They are caught by recreational anglers and suffer stress before release. Competition with
introduced fish reduces eggs and young. Clearing has reduced habitat.

Fun facts: Juveniles stay where they were spawned (an area which has overhanging cover
among reed beds) for many months after hatching. Males breed at 15 years and females at
20 years. They may live between 50 and 100 years. They are carnivores when young and
become omnivores when older.

Sources of information: Photo from www.dpi.qld.gov.au; www.australianmuseum.net.au;
www.environment.gov.au; Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee publication
‘Something about Mary’ by Dr Tanzi Smith and Glenbo Craig.
Factsheet template: Jane Goodall’s roots and shoots; www.scribd.com.doc
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MARY RIVER SPECIES
FACT SHEET

Species name: Richmond Birdwing Butterfly/
Ornithoptera richmondia
Status: Vulnerable

Tom Tarrant, Flickr EOL Images

Adult male
butterfly

Larva
e

Range: Subtropical rainforest originally from the
Richmond River in New South Wales to
Maryborough in Queensland. Currently its distribution is very fragmented.

Size: One of Australia’s largest butterflies. Wingspan up to 16cm (females), 13cm (males).

Diet: Birdwings like red and white blossoms
with funnel or trumpet shaped flowers, and some
messy thickets. Larvae (caterpillars) can only eat
Paristolochia praevenosa vine.
Physical characteristics: Females are black
with white patches on both wings. Males are also
black, but have iridescent green stripes and dots
on both sides of the wings, and patches of green
on the hind wings. Larvae are up to 58mm long,
brown, with rows of spikes along the back. Pupae
are up to 40mm long, bright green, with a side
projection and one from the back.

Pupa

Social/family structure: Generally solitary creatures. Male will establish and
defend a territory. Males will travel up
to 4km, females cover much greater distances (up to 30kms) in order to find
suitable plants to lay eggs on after mating.
Behavioural characteristics: Females
use sensors on front legs to make sure
leaves are in good condition to lay eggs,
so larvae can feed when they emerge.
Single eggs are laid, or up to three on a
leaf, as the larvae can be cannibalistic.

Major threats: Inbreeding depression due to fragmented distribution is one of the major
causes of local extinctions in colonies and this occurs because of the clearing of habitat. Because of similarities to its preferred vine, Birdwings will lay eggs on introduced Dutchman’s
Pipe vines (Aristolochia elegans), but the leaves are toxic and kill the larvae.

Fun facts: Larvae are caterpillars, which feed on your lovely garden plant (if you are lucky
enough to have the vine growing). Sometimes they can eat a great deal of your plant, but
don’t fret, as the plant is used to this happening and will recover. If you kill the caterpillar,
you will not get a butterfly!
Sources of information: www.richmondbirdwing.org.au; www.wildlife.org.au;
www.ehp.qld.gov.au. Images: www.ehp.qld.gov.au; Tom Tarrant, Flickr EOL Images
Factsheet template: Jane Goodall’s roots and shoots; www.scribd.com.doc
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MARY RIVER SPECIES
FACT SHEET

Species name: Mary River Turtle/
Elusor macrurus
Status: Endangered

Range: Freshwater turtle. Naturally found only
in the Mary River and its tributaries. From
Kenilworth to above the Tidal Barrage at Tiaro.
Territorial. Needs flowing, well-oxygenated
water.

Size: Females grow to 32cm long, males to
42cm long.

Diet: Adults mainly herbivores, eating water
plants and fallen fruit from trees, eg fig, black
bean. Young will also eat larvae in the water
from mosquito or caddisfly for example.

Physical characteristics: Dark, rusty red-brown
above, with greyish underbody. Short neck.
Front feet have 5 claws. Blunt tubercles on neck,
and four long feelers under chin. Low, streamlined shell. Female tail short and thick, male tail
long (up to 70% of shell length) and thick.

Social/family structure: No family
structure really - home ranges of individual turtles do not overlap. Females
come together at nesting time to lay
their eggs.

Behavioural characteristics: Enjoy
basking in the sun on rocks and timber.
Very shy, as the name indicates (Elusor elusive).

Major threats: Reduction in suitable water areas. No young turtles seem to be coming into
breeding maturity - this can take 20 years from hatchling. Many eggs are taken by predators
such as dogs, goannas, foxes, pigs, water rats. Other deaths can happen by cows standing on
turtles. Up to 100% of eggs can be destroyed if nests are not protected.
Fun facts: Mary River Turtles need sandbanks on the river to lay their eggs. They use submerged logs and rocks to provide hiding places for protection. They are one of the very few
creatures which are able to breathe through the bottom (cloacal breathing) - this allows
them to stay under water longer, and especially for young turtles helps to avoid the fish and
bird predators which find them most easily when they go to the surface to breathe.
Sources of information: www.environment.gov.au; www.maryriverturtle.com;
www.australianmuseum.net.au. Image www.ehp.qld.gov.au

Factsheet template: Jane Goodall’s roots and shoots; www.scribd.com.doc
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MARY RIVER SPECIES
FACT SHEET

Species name: Mary River Cod/Maccullochella
mariensis
Status: Endangered - less than 600 found in
survey.

Range: Mary River, Tinana, Coondoo, Six Mile,
Widgee, Wide Bay, Yabba Yabba, Kandanga and
Obi Obi Creeks. Large, deep, shaded pools, often
near riffles. Need submerged logs, and a riverbed
with no siltation.

Size: Weight 5kg (were once up to 23.5kg).
Length 70cm.

Diet: Mature cod eat mainly fish, but have also
eaten birds, bats and water rats. Juveniles eat
yabbies and shrimps, while larvae (newly
hatched young) feed on zooplankton and insects.
Physical characteristics: Yellowish to pale
green fish, with mottling on back and sides. Belly
grey-green to whitish, fins clear to dark with grey
-green mottling on bases, with whitish margins.

Social/family structure: Submerged
hollow logs are used as spawning sites.
The male cod defends the eggs and
hatchlings for about a week until they
swim away. Very long-lived, and slow to
reach breeding maturity.

Behavioural characteristics: Generally
patrol an area of creek which suits them.
May travel long distances in flood times,
but can be either downstream or upstream. Will often return to the very log
they left after being away.

Major threats: Mary River Cod are sensitive to temperature: they will only spawn in water
above 20˚C (those stocked into dams where the water remains colder get bigger and older,
but have not been observed to have young); they need water to remain below 28˚C to remain
healthy, so shade is also important. Clearing removes the shaded river stretches they seek
for habitat. Damming and weirs leave small numbers of fish in separate pockets, and unable
to meet to breed. Introduced species may out-compete them.
Fun facts: Mary River Cod feed using an ambush method to catch prey - darting out from
their log-pile to surprise fish passing too close by. They are a territorial fish, defending their
chosen area.

Sources of information: www.environment.gov.au. Image www.daff.qld.gov.au
Factsheet template: Jane Goodall’s roots and shoots; www.scribd.com.doc
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MARY RIVER SPECIES
FACT SHEET

Species name: Koala/Phascolarctos cinereus
Status: Vulnerable

Range: Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia and the Australian Capital
Territory. Areas must have suitable trees
(usually Eucalyptus species) and can be on an
island, or in tall Eucalypt forest or low woodlands. There must be enough rainfall to make
the leaves non-poisonous to them.

Size: Length of male = 70cm, and he weighs
about 6.5kg; female length = 68cm and she will
weigh about 5kg. Joeys are only 2cm long when
born and crawl into the mother’s pouch.

Social/family structure: Adult koalas
live in quite stable family groups, with a
dominant male and several females. The
mother raises the young, and they live in
her pouch for almost a year. As they
reach maturity, young ones go looking
for another group they can join, as they
can not all stay with the same group.

Diet: Leaves of very specific trees, usually
Behavioural characteristics: Koalas
Eucalyptus species. Locally Eucalyptus tereticornis
are usually quite slow-moving, and seem
(Qld Blue Gum) and E. robusta are two important
to sleep a lot. Their food doesn’t have a
species.
lot of energy and takes a lot to digest.
Physical characteristics: Queensland koalas
They rarely drink water. Except when
have fur a lighter colour than more southern
travelling in mating season or to new
koalas. Grey/brown fur with mottled white for
food sources, they live in the trees. They
camouflage. Large black nose. Large ears, small
have quite a loud grunt, which can be
eyes. Very strong hands and feet for climbing.
heard for a long way.
Major threats: Habitat clearing is having a big impact on the koala population, as their food
needs are quite particular. Housing coming closer to where they live is also a problem, as
many die from dog attacks and being hit by cars. When a small group is not able to travel
over open space to other koala colonies, they will eventually die out. Disease is also causing
problems.

Fun facts: A male koala has a brownish patch on his chest which is a scent gland he uses to
mark his territory. Koalas are the only creature other than humans which have ‘fingerprints’
which are unique to each koala. The koala has very good senses of smell and hearing, but
quite poor eyesight. Fur on the koala’s bottom is very thick, for comfort while sitting in trees.
Sources of information: www.savethekoala.com; www.environment.gov.au; Natalie
Richardson - food trees in the Wide Bay; Photo www.ehp.qld.gov.au
Factsheet template: Jane Goodall’s roots and shoots; www.scribd.com.doc
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MARY RIVER SPECIES
FACT SHEET

Species name: Giant Barred Frog/
Mixophyes iteratus
Status: Endangered

Range: Scattered locations in most tributaries on
the eastern side of the Mary River; also
Coonoongibber Creek, Upper Stanley, Caboolture
and Coomera Rivers; some also in New South
Wales. Rainforest and wet Sclerophyll forest, in
forest streams.

Size: The second largest frog in Australia, grows
to 115mm. Females are larger than males.
Diet: They eat insects, worms and sometimes
other frogs.

Physical characteristics: A large dark olive
green to black frog with a pointed snout. It has
spots between the dark surface and the light yellow underside. There are dark crossbars on the
limbs. The tadpoles are large, with tail length
twice that of the body. One of the tell tale signs of
a giant barred frog is the eye - the iris is a golden
colour and the pupil is vertical.

Image: Ian Gynther, EHP

Social/family structure: Solitary
except at mating time. Seem to favour
a particular spot and not travel very
far, returning to a familiar area to rest
in the daytime.
Behavioural characteristics: This
frog is nocturnal. The call is a deep
guttural grunt that a human can
produce with some practice.

Hides beneath fallen leaves or in loose
soil.

Major threats: Believe it or not, they are sometimes mistaken for cane toads. Disturbance
to riparian vegetation is of particular concern in South East Queensland. Damage from feral
pigs increases silt, so degrades the habitat for embryos and tadpoles. A fungus is affecting
amphibians world-wide, including the southern barred frog.

Fun facts: Females flick the eggs onto overhanging surfaces out of the water away from
predators, and when tadpoles emerge they drop into the creek. Their guttural call sounds
like a duck quacking.

Sources of information: www.environment.gov.au; www.australianmuseum.net.au; Mary
River Catchment Coordinating Committee publication ‘Something about Mary’ by Dr Tanzi
Smith and Glenbo Craig. Photo from www.wetlandinfo.ehp.qld.gov.au, Ian Gynther.
Factsheet template: Jane Goodall’s roots and shoots; www.scribd.com.doc
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Chapter 7
WEEDS AND FERAL ANIMALS IN THE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR
Tenderly Tending Tingids at Tiaro.
Cats Claw Vine (CCC) is a major threat to the riparian vegetation of many rivers and streams. Physical
control of this pest is very time consuming and therefore expensive. Because the existing work on Tingids
as a biological control of Cats Claw Creeper (bio-control) was promising, GMA decided to become involved
in the increase of this agent to reduce the threat to the Mary River.
Wikicommons Starr 981201
Starr 060526-8130

CCC uses triple ‘claws’ to climb
to the top of tree canopy.

Attractive flower of Cats
Claw Creeper has helped
the spread of this weed.

Total smothering effect of
Cats Claw Creeper.

With grant assistance from the Federal Government Caring for Our Country and Burnett Mary Regional
Group, a tunnel house was constructed on a property with Mary River frontage (and Cats Claw) in Tiaro.
GMA obtained a release of the next biological control, the Jewel Beetle, in late 2012 and breeding up and
release of both has continued.
These little creatures deplete the energy of the Cats Claw Vine by affecting the leaves, and therefore the
ability to make food for the plant through photosynthesis.
The plant will not be completely eradicated, but it will become less competitive with other plants, and be less of a
threat to the normal wildlife.
We are now breeding up supplies of these bio-controls to
support interested landholders.
Jewel Beetle damage disc shape, and mining
between leaf surfaces.

The crew after successfully
erecting our tunnel house.

For more information on this project our link is http://tiarotingids.blogspot.com/

Tingid damage - chewed
appearance of leaves.

Of course, there are many more weed species in our Koala Corridor, and
many of these are identified in the plant list at Chapter 6.
Information on eradication of weeds in this area can be found using either
the correct name for the plant or the common name: visit the Fraser Coast
Regional Council website, the Sunshine Coast Regional Council website, or
the State Government weeds website. Information on methods of control
changes over time, so it is best to access the most recent information.
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Feral animals seen in the Koala Corridor:
Feral Animals: tracks of feral cats and foxes, cattle on the river bank. (Ross and Gail Smith)

Feral Animals: (once) rabbit plague; wild cat, foxes. (Ross and Betty Ellis)

Feral Animals: foxes. (Ron Black)

10 Sep 2004

PETRIE PARK, TIARO REACH OF MARY RIVER

1 Sep 2013
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Chapter 8
LOVE MARY DAY 12 MAY 2013

Greater Mary
Association members
with our completed
banner for our big day.

Love Mary Day (LMD), held in May 2013 was a very successful part of our Mary River Koala Corridor Project. Around 300 people attended and obviously relished the information and entertainment presented
on the day; many contributing to the five hundred trees which have been planted along the corridor.
The following memories of GMA members who worked for the success of Love Mary Day, explore some of
the energies our group put into making the day the success that it was:

David says: I'm no good at showing my love for anyone or anything - I start talking about science, and

environmental processes of the River, and of the landscape-damaging processes that humans have
inadvertently caused, and what can and should be done to reverse them - so my 'Love' for the Mary River
is well-hidden under science-speak.
Well, that sort of stuff bores people to tears - so I spent much of the day meeting and greeting people at
the entrance to the parking area as they drove in, and having an enjoyable natter with the blokes from
Tiaro Lions who so willingly gave such help on the day.
Was the day worthwhile? Well, yes: people came and saw, looked, learned and enjoyed.
Ultimately, the environment we want is the one that is both beautiful to experience, and
healthy in itself and for us - that's why we instinctively find it beautiful - and I hope people
came away from the day with greater understanding of, and hope for, our River.
David Arthur
David Arthur, GMA
Member

Laurie says: Betty and I spent the whole of LMD day at the GMA retail tent, mainly selling T-shirts and
other gear. We also were in charge of honouring the vouchers for the chocolate Mary River Turtles, which
were meant to be a gift for the Mothers as it was Mother’s Day, but all the vouchers we honoured seemed
to be collected by the kids, this went over big, especially with those from bigger families.

It was a great day all round and I think that the people we attracted to Love Mary Day were those who
already cared about the Mary River. They would have been inspired by the knowledge available on that
day.
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The information desk did seem to be a bit of a bottleneck, with Mother’s Day
vouchers, raffle tickets, and information all located at the one spot. We have learnt
our lesson from this and now plan more separation of functions for our next event.
Laurie Wilson

Betty and Laurie Wilson,
GMA Members.

Gail & Ross (who were responsible for so much on Love Mary Day as the event was held on their

property, even had unexpected guests arrive as well) say:

A young French couple, Basille and Laura who were working with our son on the Darling Downs spent the
night with us before going on a short holiday to Fraser Island. Returning here the day before our Love
Mary Day and with no particular plans, we offered them a bed on the proviso that they look after themselves with maybe the possibility of being roped into assisting with the numerous jobs still needing to be
done for our big day.
They were fantastic! Basille excelled at comical toilet signs, Laura painted our logos and generally they
were up for doing whatever was needed, to even manning a stall. It was so good having the extra muscle
at the end of the day when everything had to be dismantled and packed away, that night we even broadened their musical knowledge with some Slim Dusty songs.

When they returned to France we received a Christmas card from them thanking
the GMA for a memorable weekend, but bemoaning the fact that there were no
Macadamia nuts in France for Christmas.
Gail and Ross Smith
Gail and Ross Smith, GMA
Members

Image drawn to be used
in the colouring competition for local schools.
Includes koala, lungfish,
Mary River Cod, Mary
River turtle, Richmond
Birdwing butterfly, Giant
Barred frog.
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Gympie Messmate

Brush Box
Tree to 45m, well drained soil,
bark rough and persistent.
Smaller branches smooth.
Flowers white. Seed capsule a
hemisphere.

Eucalyptus cloeziana
Soap Tree

S
E
E
D
S

Tree to 18m, well drained soils.
Ragged appearance due to being food to many insects, which
are food for birds. New shoots
smell like sarsaparilla.

F
O
R

Alphitonia excelsa
Forest Hop Bush
Shrub to 3m high on stony clay
soils. Insignificant flowers.
Papery three-winged fruit to
15mm can be green, pink or
purple. Fruits were used as a
substitute for hops.

T
H
E

Tree to 35m, bark rough at
base of tree and smooth
above. Broad glossy dark
green leaves in whorls.
20mm white, 5-petal
flowers.

Lophostemon confertus
Queensland Peppermint

Small tree to 8m, with grey
fibrous bark . Leaves alternate, very narrow (18mm x
30mm), aromatic when
crushed. Grows in rocky
sites with poor soil.

Eucalyptus exserta
Queensland Blue Gum

Tree to 45m on a variety of
soils. Bark smooth, mottled
from peeling in irregular
patches. Important food
source for Koalas, bees,
birds.

Dodonaea triquetra

S

Eucalyptus tereticornis

Coastal Paperbark

E

Weeping Bottlebrush

Tree to 25m in swampy areas,
often in water. Bark papery,
leaves alternate, 12mmx25mm,
with 5 (quin) longitudinal veins.
Flowers white or cream or
sometimes greenish. Rich food
source.

Melaleuca quinquenervia
Lightwood

Tree to 8m tall, branches usually
pendulous. Phyllodes (leaves)
curved, with 3 prominent longitudinal veins and a small basal
gland. Whitish flowers. Flat
seed pods (20mm x 7mm) coiled
and twisted.

E
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Tree to 10m. Revels in lots of
water, so grows along creeks
and rivers. Bark dark, rough
and furrowed. Flowers red
cylindrical spikes. Birds and
bees love it.

Melaleuca viminalis

L
L
S

One of the activities held on LMD was the
manufacture of seed balls from seed collected over some months from plants on
the work site for our koala corridor.
This was fun, and another way to go
about revegetation of a site.

Acacia implexa
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Chapter 9
DIARY FOR LANDHOLDERS
LIST OF ONGOING CHALLENGES AND IMPROVEMENTS

Use these pages to note any changes to the riparian/koala areas; put photos; outline your projected
program for the future; and very importantly, note achievements.
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The members of the Greater Mary Association
are people with a passion for Queensland’s Mary
River and the Great Sandy Strait. The Mary River
Koala Corridor Project arose from this passion
and recognition that the Mary River is significant,
not only for its aquatic wildlife, but for the plants
and animals that use the riverbank as a place to
live and as a corridor.
The riverbank, or riparian zone as it is often referred to, is a fascinating place that forms the
boundary between the fresh water and the land,
and as such it is closely interlinked with both.
This booklet captures some of the activities,
information, and community action that went
into this project. It is hoped it will be a resource
for the landholders, and for others who wish to
know more about the amazing region, rich in biodiversity, in which they live.

Website for The Greater Mary Association is http://greatermary.wix.com/riverlovers

