1.0 INTRODUCTION
This document provides direction on complying with Council Policy – Fraser Coast Heritage and
Character Incentives Scheme Policy (Docs #3978695).
2.0 OBJECTIVES
The Fraser Coast Heritage & Character Incentives Scheme is administered in accordance with the
Fraser Coast Heritage & Character Incentives Scheme Guidelines. These guidelines set out the
eligibility, application process, assessment criteria, and the terms and conditions specific to the Fraser
Coast Heritage & Character Incentives Scheme policy.
3.0 POLICY GUIDELINES
3.1 Funding
Subject to compliance with the requirements of the policy, Council may contribute $1 for every $2
spent in conservation works up to a maximum amount of $10,000.
Example 1: For total value of works up to $20,000
Council contribution = $10,000
Applicant contribution = $10,000
Example 2: For total value of works over $20,000
Council contribution = $10,000
Applicant contribution = the balance
3.2 Conditions of Funding
Applications must comply with the following general conditions:






Applications must be lodged before the project begins; no work reliant on funding shall be
undertaken prior to the approval of funding by Council;
Work cannot commence until all relevant planning and building approvals are in place
(where required) unless the proposal is for a Conservation Management Plan that is
necessary to support an application for works;
Applicant must enter into a funding agreement with Council;
Grants are made as payment to the applicant following the work being completed in
accordance with the funding agreement;
Only the cash cost of a project is taken into consideration; work ‘in kind’ is not eligible for
matching funding or reimbursement;





Only one grant per place will be available in each financial year;
All grants are made at the discretion of Council; and
The applicant is the responsible entity for the works performed.

3.3 Eligibility
To be eligible to apply for funding under the Fraser Coast Heritage and Character Incentives Scheme
Policy, applicants must meet the following criteria:
The applicant must:



Be either the owner or occupier of the place, or a person employed on behalf of the owner /
occupier to undertake the work (i.e. consultant / architect, etc).
Where the applicant is not the owner, obtain the consent of the owner for the lodgement of
the application.

Eligible properties are:
1. A Local Heritage place as identified on the Fraser Coast Local Heritage Register.
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/local-heritage-register
2. Maryborough commercial properties that are in the Kent Street Commercial Character
precinct and the Principal Centre Zone, as identified in Fraser Coast Planning Scheme mapping.
3. Howard commercial properties that are in the William Street Commercial Character precinct
and the District Centre Zone, as identified in Fraser Coast Planning Scheme mapping.
Refer to the Fraser Coast Planning Scheme mapping for further information on the location and
boundaries of the Principal Centre Zone and District Centre. Planning scheme maps are available
online on Council’s website: Planning Scheme Mapping. For the Kent Street Commercial precinct in
Maryborough and the William Street Commercial precinct in Howard, refer to Fraser Coast Planning
Scheme 2014, Schedule 6.2 - Planning Scheme policy for the Heritage and Neighbourhood Character
Overlay Code, and the Appendix – Character Guidelines.
Eligible Projects
Conservation or restoration works that may be eligible for funding include:






Exterior works to places that contribute to the character of the streetscape (Refer to Fraser
Coast Planning Scheme 2014, Planning Scheme Policy, Schedule 6.2);
Reinstatement of lost features important to the character of the place (verandahs, window
treatments etc);
Urgent remedial works;
Repainting the place in its original colour scheme or pre-approved colour scheme; and
Preparation of Conservation Management Plans, or similar, may be eligible if they are required
for development application for proposed works to heritage places.

Ineligible Projects
Funding will not be provided for:



Unsympathetic work (work that has a negative impact on character or heritage significance);
Internal works (unless listed on heritage citation as contributing to statement of significance,
or are necessary to maintain structural integrity or similar);
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General operational and routine maintenance costs associated with the building or structure;
Equipment purchases;
Works undertaken prior to applying for a grant or works undertaken prior to formal
notification of a successful heritage grant;
New additions or extensions to a heritage place unless it involves the reconstruction of an
original element;
Demolition of non-significant components of buildings unless associated with a reconstruction
of an original element;
Places where orders have been served to rectify unsafe or non-compliant matters, or
properties in arrears for their rates; or
New commercial signage.

4.0 PROCESS
4.1 Step 1 – Preliminary Discussions
Prior to lodging an application for funding, owners are encouraged to have an on-site preliminary
discussion with Council’s Planning and Growth Department, to ensure that there is clarity about the
eligibility of the project and that the scope of work, priorities and options are agreed. Owners may
be able to access Council’s Heritage Advisory Service for preliminary advice.
4.2 Step 2 – Lodgement of Application
All applications must be submitted via the Fraser Coast online grants portal
https://frasercoast.smartygrants.com.au/. Applications for funding of works should include the
following information:








Description of the proposed work.
Drawings sufficient to detail the proposed works including site plans and elevations.
Copies of meeting notes/advice from Council’s Planning and Growth Department and any
other professional advice received in relation to the work.
Evidence of any development approvals, where required.
Statement addressing criteria identified in Section 4.3 of this guideline.
Two written quotes based on the agreed scope of works and indication of the applicants
preferred quote.
Evidence of ownership/ land owners consent to lodge the application.

Quotes must be dated no more than 3 months prior to the application date.
Applications that are incomplete or inaccurate will not be considered until the applicant has rectified
the deficiency. Failure to rectify any deficiency by the closing date for applications may result in the
application being rejected. Application closing dates will be advised on Council’s website.
Owners of state listed heritage properties should contact the Department of Environment and
Science - Heritage Unit to discuss whether any proposed work requires approval prior to lodging an
application for funding.
4.3 Step 3 – Assessment of Application
All grants will be at the discretion of Council. Once the application is submitted it will be assessed
against the following criteria in this guideline (Fraser Coast Heritage & Character Incentives Scheme
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Guidelines). The Fraser Coast Heritage Advisory Committee will be consulted to provide
recommendations to Council on applications. Council will make a resolution to grant or refuse the
application. All applicants will then be advised of Council’s decision.
CRITERIA
For conservation or restoration works:

WEIGHTING*

Merit of application (sound proposal, documents clearly detail the works, detailed
quotes, appropriate conservation methodology)
Visual contribution to the streetscape
Contribution to the heritage value of the building
Benefit to community, or contribution to Fraser Coast region’s heritage or
character
Need for the works (e.g. is the place under threat if works are not performed?)
For other types of proposals: (e.g. Conservation Management Plans or similar)
Need for the proposal (is it necessary to support further works that will conserve
the place?)
Merit of application (sound proposal, statement/documents clearly detail the
proposal, will it lead to conservation works)
Benefit to community, or contribution to Fraser Coast region’s heritage or
character

20%
20%
20%
20%
20%

50%
25%
25%

*Weightings in percentage are provided as a guide to the relative importance of different criteria in
the assessment process. Where there is high demand for funding, grants may be offered for high
priority works only. Where a project presents both high and low priority works, the low priority
works may not be awarded funding. Level of past financial assistance under the Fraser Coast
Heritage & Character Incentives Scheme or past/present financial assistance through other grants
such as State grants, may be considered in the assessment process. Subject to Council approval, in
exceptional circumstances, Council may consider alternative terms and conditions of payment
schedule or co-contributions. Exceptional circumstances will require grounds that are strongly
supported by the Heritage Advisory Committee, and score highly on the need for the works.
4.4 Step 4 – Funding Allocation
Subject to availability of funding, applications will be accepted on an on-going basis within the
application period as advised on Council’s website. Once funding has been approved, funds will be
allocated to the project and set aside for a period not exceeding 12 months. If the funding allocation
expires, the applicant will need to reapply for funding. The amount of funding allocated to a project
will not be increased once the funding allocation has been approved. Any variation in the scope of
work will need to be assessed as a new application. Owners can apply more than once but not in the
same financial year. Funding will not be granted for any work that has already been performed.
4.5 Step 5 – Implementation
Once funding approval has been obtained the applicant is required to:
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Enter into a funding agreement with Council, signed by both parties. The funding agreement
will detail the schedule of works, progress claim schedule and the agreed grant sum and will
be tailored to suit the individual project;
Comply with the conditions of the funding agreement and any development approvals that
have been issued;
Notify Council that the work is about to commence and at any agreed upon key milestones
in the process; and
The project should be substantially completed within 12 months otherwise funding will be
forfeited.

4.6 Step 6 – Payment of Funding
Prior to payment of any funding, on completion of each stage of the works:



The applicant is to provide evidence of payment for the works; and
Council will inspect the work to confirm that it has been undertaken in accordance with the
approved funding agreement

For further advice on the Fraser Coast Heritage & Character Incentives Scheme and Policy please
contact Council’s Planning and Growth Department on 1300 79 49 29.
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