will continue to be
characterised as suburbs of
the two regional cities,
through very low density
housing, providing
residents with an acreage
lifestyle choice and high
level of amenity.

a. The need to recognise in the Strategic Framework and
strategic outcomes the role and benefits rural living
communities will provide for cities and towns in the Fraser
Coast. Likewise, cities and towns will provide benefits to these
communities by way of employment opportunities, access to
community facilities and services and other infrastructure.
Services in rural living areas will be appropriate to their size;
and

2. Rural living communities b. The need for residential development and housing to support
will be maintained and and be responsive to the traditional character and landscape
protected for their values of rural living communities in terms of their built form,
significant contribution to style, mass, scale and height.
the rural landscape
character values of the Possible non-statutory measures:

Fraser Coast and the There are no non-statutory measures identified for the implementation
regional cities, towns, of these key issues.
townships and communities
they surround.
3. Urban services in rural

living areas will continue to
be limited by comparison
with housing areas within
the cities and towns.

4.4 Unique Biodiversity and Landscape

4.4.1 Natural Environment Strategy

4411 Purpose

The purpose of the Natural Environment Strategy is to identify and protect:

1. areas of the natural environment in the Fraser Coast that have a significant role in the
maintenance of biodiversity from a State, regional and local perspective;

2. areas which are needed for flood mitigation; and

3. areas that need to be enhanced and rehabilitated to improve ecological processes and

ecosystem functionality.

The natural environment is highly valued by the Fraser Coast community, both for its biodiversity
values (including those of World Heritage significance), as well as for its contribution to the overall
image and landscape character of the Fraser Coast. It is intended that natural environment
considerations will significantly influence the shape, form and structure of new development in

existing cities, towns and townships.

Flood plains are an important part of the natural environment (including the water cycle) of the Fraser
Coast and make a significant contribution to the region’s image and landscape character, and should
be recognised for their contribution to the natural environment.

Implementation of the Natural Environment Strategy will be fundamental to building complete
communities and providing a foundation for economic prosperity and long term environmental
sustainability of the Fraser Coast. This in turn will enhance the liveability of the Fraser Coast, making
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it even more attractive as a locality in which to live, work and play. The Fraser Coast will be
recognised for its leadership in community stewardship of the natural environment and for valuing the
benefits this has for the two cities and the broader area of the WBB Region.

4.4.1.2 Strategy Overview

The Natural Environment Strategy seeks to deliver natural environment outcomes that will:

1. meet the objectives and outcomes of the WBB Regional Plan in a manner that supports and is
consistent with the planning vision in respect of natural environment outcomes;

2. lead to the protection, enhancement and rehabilitation of biodiversity so as to achieve no net
loss in ecosystems, habitats, vegetation and corridor connectivity;

3. protect ecologically significant areas from urban development and associated impacts;

4. protect, enhance and integrate a network of green corridors to connect internally throughout
the Fraser Coast and externally to the wider open space network of the WBB Region, using a
range of statutory and possible non-statutory measures;

5. maintain, protect and possibly increase habitats for flora and fauna species of State, regional
and local significance;

6. maintain rivers, waterways and wetlands in their natural state and, through appropriate
statutory and possible non-statutory measures, rehabilitate values to restore ecological
functioning and improve water quality;

7. recognise and value flood plains as a valuable natural feature which are important for
hydrologic functioning, ecological processes, nature conservation, landscape character and
outdoor recreation values and not just as ‘constraints to development’; and

8. protect ecologically significant areas associated with remnant vegetation, waterways,
wetlands and corridors through the incorporation of buffers with regard to current science and
minimum best practice distances.

4.4.1.3 Mapping

Figure 10 — Natural Environment (including flooding) - Maryborough
Figure 11 — Natural Environment (including flooding) - Hervey Bay

Figure 12 - Natural Environment (including flooding) — Howard / Torbanlea / Burrum Heads /
Toogoom / Tiaro

Figure 13 — Natural Environment (including flooding) — River Heads / Maaroom / Boonooroo /
Tuan / Poona

49



Tinana

SOIOEK

1 © 2011. While GHD has taken care to ensure the accuracy of this product, GHD,
FCRC, Geoscience Aust., TMR and DERM make no representations or
warranties about its accuracy, completeness or suitability for any particular
purpose. GHD, FCRC, Geoscience Aust., TMR and DERM cannot accept liability
of any kind (whether in contract, tort or otherwise) for any expenses, losses,
damages and/or costs (including indirect or consequential damage) which are or
may be incurred as a result of the product being inaccurate, incomplete or
unsuitable in any way and for any reason. This document is and shall remain the
property of GHD. The document may only be used for the purpose for which it was
produced. Unauthorised use of this document in any way is prohibited. © Based
on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of
Environment and Resource Management) [2010]. In consideration of the State
| | permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State

gives no warranty in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability,
completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including without
limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including
consequential damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not be used for
direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. Commonwealth
of Australia (Geoscience Australia) 2010. The Commonwealth gives no warranty
regarding the Data's accuracy, completeness, currency or suitability for any
particular purpose. Visit the Geoscience Australia website at www.ga.gov.au to
M| _access the most current version of the Data.
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